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' f September 11, 1070 

■ /6C — 7 oj 6 9 — /^?y 

Honorable Don H. Clausen 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 00515 

My dear Congressman: 

1 have received yonr lette 
enclosin'* copies of communications Jfro 



Ton may wish to Inform Hj i ■■ 
search of our files has failed to dlsclosewmevTof the 
letter he says he addressed to this Bnrean In June, 1070. 

With respect to his Inga tries, while 1 wish It 
were possible to be of assistance to him. Information con- 
tained in our files most be maintained as confidential In 
accordjncejrftt^fCTUtlons of the Department of jostles. 

I hope flHHii^Bvlll not infer either that we do or do 
not have data In oar flies relating to th^ watlonal Connell 
of Churches. 



SiAUIQB 

i 1970 



Sincerely years, 
J. Edgar Hoover 



NOTE: Bufiles disclose we have had limited cordial correspondence 
end relations with Congressman Clausen (R •California) 
disclose no record of any letter having been received fro 

. ar ' - " aonal Council of Churches. 

• ^ 
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Conjirtttf of tfit ®n(teb fetate* 

Hottfe of 3Repre<entatftii* 
Ktaftfnston, 9 . C. 

September 8, 1970 






Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Boon S633 

Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



I aa enclosing for your information, a copy of a letter received I 
from one of ay constituents, attached to his letter of June 15th j 
directed to the Bureau. 

■As you will note uot as yet received a res- 
jponse to his original correspondence and I would deeply appreciate 
(any efforts which might he made to acknowledge his coMuraication. 
I'm sure he would be most greatful for as much information as is 
available on the subject he mentions as well. 

|Thank you for your attention and consideration in this natter. 

With kind regards. 



iePiioto^ 

Mr. 

MtJkbuI 
Mr. e» n » y 
Mr. Cm*r*r- 
Mr. Com* 
Mr. - 
Mr. G — 
Mr. Iwa. 
Mr. Twi- 
Mr. WdM 
Mr. 

T*. leSi 



tr 
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1% 1970 



’•d*rtl bureau of Investigation 
Washington, 0. 0* 

. * 

•Millnem 

I would like to request y our help in attempting t o eeteblleh « point of feat. 
iftider auspices 
on address 

Iprll 26, 1970* After the sedun{n^^Bmllyc«i|^^^^jw6^f our 
.harsh standing among several other person*, ssked MHV« question eon- 
lernlnp the Involvement of Oemunlsts In the Natlona^oouEen of Churches* She 
jells me that he replied to the effect that It was very seriously infiltrated 
|y Oesraunlsts* If that allegation Is factual, I'd lllce to knew it. %id if if 
Is not factual, I'd like to knew that* 



I s I « writing to eaki 

• Fas it been established as a natter of faet that any nenber of the staff of 
the National Counoll of Churches has been or is at the present tins a 
eonmunlstt 

• Any there any members of the General Assembly or General Board of the SCO 
who are eomunlste? 

* the answer to either or both of the ebeve questions is affirmative, then X 
•uld appreciate having some bare details such as the number of parsons involved, 
• time and extent of their relationship to the X90, their own denomination, 

•O • 



•will look forward to hearing £r< 
aak you very much fcr 



«wly. 



you as cookie you can conveniently reply. 



\ 

\ / 



ENCLOSURt 



iU _■ . I thought you may like to know that I am sending for three « 
issues of the Communist Daily World paper. I want it to prove that 
our Christian Church Magazine is following the communist line In tome 
of their writting. rr . . . . r r., • - • • 

; j algo would like some information oft Cynthia Wedel who 

is the National Council of Churches hew president. Is the now or has. she 
ever been a member of the communist party? *. - • 
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,»> •»» ■—•«.». .*.*« "»y •>• > - . 



• ’ - ■ . * . * ^ ‘ - • V' * jx ■ •* ’ ■ 

^ » •■*;.•.>• r* - ‘ *v -• * t 4 1 v! yly.*. ^ -■* 

With respect to your letter of August 11th* Informa-^v ^ 



• -v . '* • *- * * . " " • • * ■ # ~ *T "* .• • * *.• s r .vy.ty vC^ ?^ • y ! 

. tion contained in our files must be maintained as confidential In 

T U ,*» - ^ 7. • i .if « J - ^ - -V -. • « y • : r — -T* . ' »•* >Or f*- 

• . *p » * ' *.*. - ^‘**^,*.* * <.* . ■ 

*r- "*• fiitiiAwfanAA vffK rtf tfin TVano Wmfinf rtf InilHfifi. Illllll "* * .**'• 



- ' % accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. Please . ^ 

■ ■ T ..... .*-• \ # j** 

v , v*. * * ** *. • * . *** • •** * * . ’/ * ' y^LA\ S . 

V~* -r do not Infer either that ve do or do not hare data In our files 

\A ^ .. .. ... i . .. v? » . J - * . r '**> - 

W —■—••* *. — 4 * * • * — •»" fi -.*-♦* *** 5 

•* * relating to the National Council of Churches. 1 regret 1 cannot be 

•• • * •■-■**•' •*. r • r--:-7 ^.*v~ *- V; v r C-?r 

; ***?-■•;>--. cf help to yon. : - t - ..v ' ... *•.* •• ---'.v* ;• V; 

• *••*... .v* .. - - • - * • • -. - v»- V . • -•. >t ■ ■ —_ • • • '. r • •* T» »*.-• - . 

« * _ ■ ,, ,• • * - - . * . .. W* * ;• * • . ’ft* •' x***v .* - * .« . *.: ♦ • . » ♦ * * 5 %^ ■*>' .* 







— .. j . . - * •» - -»* * — .* •- -* • • *- i* — - • - ^ . * — * . - r*. *tV» Ty- 

NOTE^ Bullies disclose one prior letter ?&~f ^i^fjj^dent dated 
/J2/1/61 in response to her inquiry requesting information on an 
organisation. /J - * /-* % - : 
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rr^v. 



h 'l')*' *1 I 1*2 



NOTE: There Is nc record of correspondent fat our files, r 



RERcam (t) J $ *2 fnj 
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true copt .v : ^ - *?.* ' ;. 

Ai^i, 1970 

r-.T*- »*-;-•■ — -**■->< w«a- -**■ • •■ . *» *. •. • .*: 



'rf^. *<-;••■— **».*»r<*- w«a - 
■* *■ • - /.r- « 



.-- . • *r~ Mb 



J. Edgar Hoover ^ 

F. Bm 1. •*•-;■■•-; -. ;~rr~~ :T .-cr~v 1 '-7;"°;^_: : ir'Tsz >v:5^^;sfc£:-.; 

W ashin g ton , D. C, * ' " r '" v' ““ " 

• ’■’'■• - * •• •*• " <*•*■•» '*»••••# *—-•••• • .-•»•' »• — ’ C 

Dear Mr, Hoover, - ” . **. J. * -f y.7 . f ; /X* > ^z^r- 

. • .” • : “'r“- ._" ! * ;•. • ’*"■* r '. 4 * 

Would you please help met ? I**I have read so many articles 
about the'National Council of Ch urches and the World Council but 
I’m not positive Who W TPtg the articles so Fm turning to you for help. . 

I Just recently read that the NCC is a gigantic concentration of tax free 
wealth made by capitalists, administered by socialists, promoted by 
agnostics and dedicated to merging the USA with the USSR. Is this 7 : . ' ^ - 
true? Hie church that I now belong to is a member of these councils , \y~. ~ 
and if this is so I do not want to support this. . - ~ : - 

My husband and I are born again believers in our Lord -.rrr/-V 
Jesus Christ so we belong to the only true Church that God recog- — ‘ f 
nizes but we definately.do not want to further the cause of communism. ■ ^ — 



We will anxiously be waiting to hear from you so we can d - 
determine what course to follow. ./ „ 

*. • - •* • • * ■ * * ■ * > « v ^ 

Thank you so very much and may God bless you Mr. Hoover ;» 
in your struggle to improve His world. . " . . - XX" 

. •• •. •. ^ /" ~ ~ ~r r‘.C : 

* Sincerely, * . V^'-— 



tT'*’ *, . * 




-I 

#1 



to reply to your letter of August 5th, information „ 

• * »• - . . 

In our files must be maintained as confidential In accordance with 



'!* * ~~ s5S 



regulations of the Department of Justice. . I hope you will not Infer SiP 
either that we do or do not have data In our tiles re lating to 

V>.to* •/ • .t* . 

' ■ *•;* . -£3? 

World Council of Churches or the National Council of ChurcbM. i|l?. }>f 
I regret I cannot be of help to you In this Instance. •_ * 

^ •• Sincerely yours, ' i " - 

J.Ed^Hoav-V -;: 






• - * .* "‘A ’ Ml 



• ■•••• ‘ tsxirtiicE :': **• » ; T * 'P ]PP 

. .... — — *£*,!» 

•. * '■. * . •■•-. w . v-» ■-> - 

NOTE: The World Council of Churches and the National Council 
of Churches are well known to the BurpaulH Our -files .contain no 
record of correspondent. ■■,-•. . . 1 y -■■ .■‘■‘■S.r.'i 

ntcdto (») * J, 



<i i L*m 








August > # 1970 



The ■:r.srr*C t r z 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover ; -••- • . ■* - -.T-r -:t*~ v>. 

Washington D.C. •- V - - :* * a ~v; " 4 ; 

Dear Mr* Hoover: V s 

I have heard from various sources that the Vorld anOTTatlonal 

Counc il of Churches ha ve In their ranks Communists or people 

who had at one time been affiliated with the Communist Party* 

Would you please inform me if this is true and if so, Who 1~V 

*. # • 
these people are* * “i 

Recently we have received literature quoting extensively i\~'. 

a Mr* Rarlck in the United States Congress as having tdcenj^ 

the stand previously mentioned against these organisations * .*' 

among others* Would you have any information on this man as 

to whether he Is an Extremist of some sortt "V' 1 '-- " t 

** • . r - v >-* fc-; • • .* 

. • • 9 .*.„., f .* *%**• *r* *_-.•'* t ^ V*V*i;* rV ~ - 

W *»*•* • . ' k-» • ^ — 1, ... 4k V. *“ N •' .’>• ta, * ,** •• ;•* rfV* 1 •’ 

„ % * r ‘ • ** * T * • * "*!••** 

Thank you - -• / * t . # **’ •• T — * s -* •’**■•* 

• *. "T'-JS* *<• -V “ *►*"* v* • r ■ . 

*. -. ***-.*', e XOUM tpUXT| ’ * *'* ’ •*.-**** •*»•.«** .. % - * » .v-- * 



' * 1 ■ 









I received your letter on July 29th and appre- 
ciate your kind sentiment*. '- 1 . • ' - ; 



-V> «. .—h • ‘ 



The FBI Is strictly an Investigative agency 
of the Federal Government and, as such, does not draw 
conclusions as to the character or Integrity of any individual, 
publication or organlzatio&C^The data in our files oust 
m a in ta in ed as confidential pursuant k> regulations of the 
Department of Justice. Consequently, It is not possible for 
me to comment as you requested. • ^ ; ; : w 

, ■: • . * - ...... .-'.y- . :*-* 

' Sincerely youiw^’^TV. 

V- .. • • .•»•'# . . . 

I -• * ♦ ■ *V* ' “<v» 1 M b •IT - 

. .. C . •. 5. Edgar Hoover "* 



--*v 



. * • « .* * *i 






TE: On the basis of available information, correspondent is not 
entifiable in Buflles. The National Council of Churches is well - 



rational Council of Churches is well 



-• * -a 
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activities and political lobbying; and itiis eitfolsing & supporting the 

vt Black Manifesto. 4 * ^'“ V % v 

. # . ' ** * ; . ’* ' * 

I do not think we should pay the blades Any black mail 
and would do anything I could in my small way to block this. I have 
always valued your opinion on these subversive organizations and 
would appreciate your verdict on this. 

Bless you for your continued vigilance over our country 

Sincerely 



7s r 
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CHURCH LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
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«M-A NORTH PRO ERECT STREET • WHEATON. RJJNOtS SS1S7 



Fellow Aster lean: 

Did you know that the Rational Council of Churches say be using 
your name — end your local church contributions •• to help support 
and pay for hundreds of ultra-liberal political activities? 

Sound shocking? Unfortunately It la all too true. 

Since It was founded, the "social reformers" who head up the 
National Council of Churches (NCC) have "claimed" to speak for 
over 42,000,000 church-going Americans. 

If you belong to one of the religious denominations listed in the 
enclosed brochure, the NCC Is using your money and your naae to fi- 
nance left-wing political, social, and economic programs that have 
nothing to do with religion' 

• 

Here's how the National Council uses your local church meabershlp: 
33 Protestant and Orthodox communions, (Including the United Methodist 
Church, the Protestant Episcopal Church, the Polish National Church 
in America, etc.) are '^members" of the General Assembly of the Na- 
tional Council. 

This General Assembly elects a General Board which meeta three 
times a year. It 'a this Board — a mere handful of people — which 
aaya that you and 42,000,000 million other Americans ... - — ^ 

\ 1) Want U.S. diplomatic recognition of Coosnunlst Cuba J 

j 2) Want Red China's entrance Into the U.N. L 

*T 3) Wanted to stop the installation of the Safeguard ABM missile C 

I 4) Support the radical labor organiser, Cesar Chaves, and the A 

L grape strike - J 

A national Council officials told Congress that you opposed leglsla- 
/tion permitting prayer In public schools . They said you wanted to 
abolish 14B, the right to work law, which allows states to prohibit 
u compulsory unionism If they want to. 

Most of the NCC officials want sex education taught in the public 
achools. They want compulsory busing of public school children away 
from their local achools. The Rational Council also gives eld and 
comfort to other liberal extremists like Father Groppl, the Catholic 
priest who goes around burning draft board records. 

Who pays the salaries of these officials? Who pays for their 
office staffs? Who pays for their Washington D.C. office which is 
used to lobby for socialistic legislation on Capitol Hill? YOU DO.' 

continued . . . 
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F»rt of your church offering 1c paid to your religious denomination. Each 
■eober denomination, in turn, sends money to the Notional Council of Churches. 
Ihe NCC uses the money to finance and support hundreds of left-wing groups like 
OPERATION CONNECTION , an organisation that used part of its budget to finance 
the election of black officials in "target cities." 



Zn 1968, the budget for the National Council was an enormous 24.8 million 
dollars! ~ “ 



The Council s latest outrage came last October in Indianapolis when it endorsed 
the principles of the Communist-endorsed "black manifesto" proposals by revolution* 
ary leader, James Forman. Forman demanded 500 million dollars from churches in 
"reparations" due black Americans. If you and I don't pay off this extortion 
attempt, Forman warned: 



"But if the white Christians and Jews are not willing to 
through peace and goodwill, then we will declare war and 

* oj ^ • a _ ^ Bl 



to fight by whatever means necessary, 



set our demands 
i are prepared 



"V 

? In response to this shocking demand the General Board of the National Council 

/ called for its member churches to give $500,000 without any strings, to these 
radical groups bent on overthrowing this country! And if the money is paid, vou 
\ will have helped pay for it.' 7 



And don't forget: The NCC is a dues-paylng member of the World Council of 

Churches — an organisation that has sent aid to North Vietnam. 



If you are shocked at what the National Council is doing with your 
ley, then Join with us -- the CHURCH LEAGUE OF AMERICA. 



The Church League of America is composed of a distinguished group of clergy 
•**d laymen concerned about "collectlvlstlc" propaganda infiltrating every phase 
of American life, especially through the pulpit, seminary and church publications. 



When the League was founded in Chicago, in 1937, it was decided to aet up a 
reiurch staff and analytical educational foundation for the purpose of gathering 
all possible evidence on hw alien forces were subverting religious and educational 
institutions. 



Today, the J.B. Metthew s reseerch library of our League attracts scholars from 
over the world to examine thousands of left-wing and Coenunlst documents, 
books and periodicals. 



The Church League carefully documents through our research staff all the 
activities of the left-wing, including the National Council of Churches. Zn fact, 
we have the largest research library on left-wing activities outside the FBI’s files. 



The Church Imague of America has now launched a nationwide grassroots campaign 
to protest the political activity of the National Council of Churches. 



Help us expose the NCC for what it really is: A leftist group operating behind 
the facade of religion, and violating the historic principle of separation of 
church and state. 



Here's hw you can help. 



continued. 
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I've enclosed a petition card for your use. Please sign It, and sail it to me 
in the enclosed envelope, today. By doing so, you will Join a COMMITTEE OF ONE 
MILLION TO PROTEST THE POLITICAL ACTIVITIES OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES. 

The effect of this protest will be staggering. It will show the NCC that 
Aaericans 'reject their political activities, and it will ahow the nation's press, 
radio and TV that million* of church-going laymen and clergy are opposed to the 
National Council of Churches. 

We must expand our speakers' bureau — put more men on the road visiting 
thousands of local churches to tell the truth about the NCC. We must write and 
contact thousands of clergy and active laymen. Thousands of these people are 
completely unaware of what the NCC is doing. 












4t\ 

t 



We must distribute the thousands of pamphlets, booklets and articles; hundreds 
of films like the "Truth about the NCC" to church-going people, and expand our 
broadcasts so everyone will be Informed. We need more researchers to handle 
the thmisands of new requests from laymen and clergy for background material on 
the NCC and their left-wing supporters. 



Every American — no matter what religious faith — must help. 

Right now there are those within the Southern Baptist Convention and the 
Catholic Church who are working to get their churches to join in the NCC sponsored 
liberal ecumenical movement bringing perhaps 60,000,000 Americans within the scope 
of the NCC. Do you want the NCC to "claim to speak" for 100,000,000 Americans?.' 

The need is great. 1 hope you and every other American concerned about Ms 
country will help. If you oppose the National Council of Churches, then send the 
Church League of America a contribution, in any amount, $1,000, $500, $250, $100, 
$50, $25, $10, or whatever. 



Enclosed is a reply envelope. Any contribution will be deeply appreciated — 
and it will go directly into the fight against the NCC. And remember: Your 

contribution is fully tax-deductible. 




rely yours. 



ijor Edgar C. Bundy y 
Executive Secretary 



ECB:nn 

Enclosure 

F.S. If you can find it in your heart to send os a $25.00 contribution or more. 
I will send yew a booklet prepared by our research staff entitled iBow 
Liberal Clergymen Aid the Revolutionists" which documents their activities 
in helping radical factions. 

P.P.S. If you want more pledge cards for your friends and neighbors, please write 
•e and I'll send more to you. 





CHURCH LEAGUE OF AM ERICA /^%FiS2?E! n nm 



Dear Major Bundy: 

Enclosed is my contribution to help you expose the ultra-liberal National Council of Churohes as a 
left-wing political organization which disguises itself as a legitimate religious group falsely claiming to 
represent 40,000,000 Americans. 



*1,000 

. *50 



* 500 . 

*25 



* 250 . 

*10 



*100 
* 




Zip 



Ob yovr Zip C 



Alt contributions are tax 
Ibis. Make etl checks, 
or corporate, payable to: 
League of America. 




COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION UNITED TO PROTEST THE POLITICAL ACTIVITIES OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 



PETITION 



To: Dr. Cynthia Wedel, President 
National Council of Churches 

I strongly protest the political activities and political lobbying of the National Council of Churches which 
is a clear violation of the historic principle of the separation of church and state. 

I petition you to stop using the mantle of religion to promote ultra-liberal causes like your request that 
member Christian Churches give $500,000 in “reparation payments" to radical black leaders. 

I also petition you to end your false claim that you apeak for 40,000,000 church-going people. 




Address 



My religious denomination is: 






a m rminnii fiiiMADT 

In 1M2 Ihn Internal Re v s n us Service o I tha U.8. 
Treasury fTspirksuf granted tha Church Leaoue 
ol America a fax-exam* aiatua. pannittingltto 
racahw tex-daduclibla gilts from indMduals. . 
churchaa. corporations and loundationa lor tha 
aupport ol Its educational program. Tha League 
to supported through such gifts. Annually tha 
Church League renders a certified public account- 
ant's report ol all receipts and expenditures to Its 
aupporteraandaMInguirpra. 



HOW YOU CAN HELP 



: W 



t 
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Contributions front private citizens and organ iza- 
dogs enable the Church League o I America to 
c^Btue and expand its services, to provide infor- 
ammnal and educational materials, through turns, 
tapes, hundreds of different pub l i c ati o ns and 
speaking lours all emanating from its enormous 
More of research materials at headquarters In 
Wheaton. Illinois. Contributions are tax-exempt— 
the Church L eagu e to a non-profit organization — 
and are used strictly and solely for Church 
League activities end services. Checks should be 
made payable to: 



> CHURCH LEAGUE OF AMERICA 

^ Church League of America 
422 North Prospect Street 
Wheaton. Illinois 60187 
Attn: Mpjor Edgar Bundy 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

» xxmy Qf essence 



CHURCH 

bMrWillii 



William T. Bruckner 



Mr. Edgar C. Bundy 
Mr. Conrad Chapman 
Mr. Rogers Follansbee 
Mr. Richard S. Harvey 
Mr. George Ray Hudson 
Mrs. Walter A. Kradt 



Mr. James E. Lyon ' - 
The Rev. Cameron MacKenNs 
Dr. John R. Orndorff 



Mr. Rufus E. Shackelford 
Dr. Bob Walls 



Mr. Judson P. Wetherby 
Mrs. H. Dillon Winahip 



The foUoming Communions compose tee Mbsrsl 
NATIONAL C O UNCI L Of CHURCHES: 

African Methodist Episcopal Cfcurch 
African MetttodM Epiacopal Zion Church 
Aawrica n BapUal Co n ve nti on 
AtteMMMOtteodox Catholic Archdiocese of Toledo 

Anaa n l an Church of A m e r i c a 

ClutaUan Churchaa, International ConvsMion 

Christian Mnthodisl ipiioopii Church 

Church of the Brsthfan 

Ctmrch ol tho Now Joruooiooi 

Exarchate of tho Ruaalan Orthodox Church In North aad 
South America 

Frianda United IteaUng 

Qtsah A rc hdto c aaa ol North and South Aswrtca 

Lutheran Church In Aswrica 

Moravian Church to America 

National Baptist Convention to Aaterieo 

National baptist Convention, USA, Inc. 

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of tho Rollgioua Sociaty of 
Friends . 

Polish National Carholhf Church of America 
Presbyterian Church bvtha United States 
Progtaaaiva National Baptist Convention too. 

Pr otest an t E pis c opal Church 
Reformed Church to America 
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate ol America 
Russian Orthodox Orook Catholic Church 
Serbian Eastern Orthodox Church 
Seventh Day Baptist General Conference 
8yrian Antiochian Orthodox Church 
8yrian Orthodox Church of Antioch 
Ukrantan Orthodox Church of Aaterica 
United Church of Christ 
United ItedwdNt Church 
United Presbyterian Church to U8A 



WHAT 18 THE 
CHURCH LEAGUE 
OF AMERICA? 





Tha Church League of America is a non- 
profit, tax-exempt organization founded In 
1837. composed of clergy end laity from 
around the world, concerned with the drift of 
religious leaders and churches towards polit- 
ical Involvements m tha nama of a matarial 
lake “social goapeL" 



W CHuncH isMtuf or musics 
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SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

OF THE CHURCH LEAGUE OF AMERICA 

« 



1. NEWS 4 VIEWS: A documented turn- 
moiy of current subversive activities sent 
monthly to ell contributors of $6 or more 
per yesr. 

* -*“^ t 

j 'w' w 

2 . Special, detailed reports on organizations, 
individuals publications and movements: 
reprints of government hearings. This 

| document service is available to all who 

contribute $10 or more per year to Church 

i League of America. 

f 

i 

! 3. Individually, documented requested infor- 

mation from the research staff of Church 
League of America. Thia service Is avail- 
able to all contributors of $2S or more per 



4. Books . . . some of the best known titles 
and authors on the subjects of subversion 
and ra d icalism, and their infiltration of our 
organizations, schools and churches. 



. & Tope recordings . . . Over 190 tapes, in- 
cluding actual radio broadcast tapes rep- 
ressing more than 200 hours of listening 
tor group meetings or local re-broedcaata. 



4 Filins . . . Persuasive, graphic presenta- 
tions on both educational and inspirational 
topics ranging from “By Their Fruits Ye 
Shall Know Them" (exposing liberal 
church attempts to defeat Senator Goid- 
water) to “It's A Grand Old Flag" (de- 
picting in historical pageant, the story 
of the Flag). 



7. Public Speaking Engagements: The 
Church League of America provides 
speakers to school, civic and Church 
groups at no cost to the group, to pre- 
sent discussions and forums informing 
them of political involvements of clergy 
and churches — especihlly the involve- 
ments of the National Council of Churches. 



A. J. B. Matthews Library and files . . . The 
largest private file in America on sub- 
versive activity with documents running to 
the hundreds of thousan d s amassed from 
every part of the world, including docu- 
ments and files smuggled from behind the 
Iron Curtain. 



9. National Laymen's Digest ... a bi-monthly 
newsletter for supporters of the Church 
League of America reporting on political 
activities of radical groups In and out of 
the churches. 
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SPECIAL REPORTS, 
PAAAPHLET8 and BOOKLETS 

AM E RICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVER8ITY PROFC8- 
SORS (AAUFj, Elite by Coayaamm Nanais «. 



COMM U NI S M IN THE CHURCHES (MAY 8PECIAL ISM 
NEWS ANO VIEWS), by Dr. J. S. MMSWte 
CO M MUN I S M. HEARINGS BY HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 
UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES. UN Sam OsvtHHSant 
PrtNlng OSIos 

COMMUNISTS ARE AFTER YOUR CHURCH, fey FBI 
COUNTER-SPY HERBERT A. PHtLSMCK 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH ANO THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES (Ns RMMionNilp) fey SPENCER ERVIN 
KING. MARTIN LUTHER. Jr.. COMPLETE CASE HIS- 
TORY OF HIS ACTIVITIES ANO ASSOCIATES FROM 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS 

LOOK MAGAZINE’S ATTACK ON CONSERVATIVES 
ANSWERED 

METHOOIST ADULT STUDENT SUNDAY SCHOOL MA- 
TERIAL ANALYSIS. COVERING 10 YEARS “Wby TM 

fey Or. G. 



BOOKS 

BRAINWASHING IN THE HIGH SCHOOLS, fey 
E. Merrill Root 

COLLECTIVISM IN THE CHURCHES, by Ed0Of C. BuMty 

TAPE BEC OB PI t iOB 

“fUbtiCBl Cii> bf I 

“Church 4 1 

“Co mm utin m A The Church—" 

communist tmrf mm ism 

THE TWO BERLINS 

FILM 8TR1P8— 46MM 

"CRISIS W OUR CHURCHES" 
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Dear 



lb reply to the inquiry In your letter of July list. 



Information contained In oar fllee mast be maintained as conflden 
Ual In accordance pith regulations of the Department of Justice. 
Please do not infer either that we do or do not hare data In oar * 
files relating to the National Council of Churches. I regret I am 



unable to be of assistance toyoa. 



» 1 * _ - , - ^ , i . ^ i • 






Sincerely yoars. 



i* - 



pOT% Correspondent is not Identifiable In Bofiles 



JBTfjk 
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Hr.J.Edgar Hoover ' ? ™ V V‘ " r Tr' V f ’ 
Director* Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washlngten # D*C* ^v-r /;•./ •* — ?.r^ 



_ _ ATIONAL COUNCI L OF CHURCHES 

*■* jr* ■ f ,.*■*' •• •• * -*. ^ ^ • ■ . 

. 1 ??“ ! b ‘* ,,0 ® T *lJ it true i» 1950.COTmini»t' Inflliretion Into the ebore 
■X. organization wee eo well known that antl-Communlet. intelligence agenc 

a ja. am bmb fka at. ' 



ftg&rdod it ts to tm of th6 Conouoiot ptrtyj . 

May, I hear from you? • , 

Thanking you very kindly* I remain* * r 



*^-v* ~ til' •-• 












JUll wo 



Although I would like to be of assistance In connec> ^ 1 

Hon with your letter received on June 20th, the FBI does not have - 

for distribution a list such as you requested. 

• • * • • *■ « p *y ^ ^ <. - « 

- • p * . • ...*•»* .*•*%:© ~~ -wm*. yy 

With respect to your Inquiry, Information In oar V -A- 

files most be maintained as confidential In accordance with regain* > co- 

ttons of the Department of Justice. Please do not Infer either that 'CjjypA-;? 
we do or do not have data In our files regarding the National Council 
of Churches. I regret I cannot be of help to yon. . 

• * - i • X- • * ■ ‘.V *•* • V 



■ • • - •“ . • -i ■ .» V - • i*. V 

» * • /• •• ■ ^ J 
m* — * ** 

* ^ «■ ■ f •- 

r • . «* V. . v 4?.*: ’:%•*■*»*♦** 



. Sincerely you*, ^ l"" : _ 

^ ■ • ' < • • * ( • ^ v 

r *r. tfffjfi -t 

• -» . . .|t . # e. . » • • e • . •• - v» ‘ *■ - 

► * :•* , +**<*r. 

John Edgar Bo over T --i v; 

Director . . : • V Vi ~ 



»f*. *-► a*. ./• * .* . 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not Identifiable In Bufiles. - 
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June 24, 1070 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D. C. 

Gentlemen: ‘ ' V * 



Do you have a list of subversive organisations? •— 
a copy, any information oiMJational Council of Chui 



If so, I’d like a copy, aiwMnformation oi MJational Council of Churcli 
Our local Radio Statio%m^beeds some too as they have a "sound 
off' program, and often are on the spot. ;* 

...... . ’ .-“.v' ..r 

• # A V * * * • — 

Thank you. ; 
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Director,. FBI ^ 

SAC, BIRMINGHAM (94-298) <C>^* *“* 
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V^Bp was emphatically assured that no FBI* *- v 
represents ci ve nas ever stated the Methodist Church'hM^^w^V 
communists in places of leadership, nor has Mr. HOOVER &*§ge&feAJt£' 
prepared any lettera or tape recordings regarding 
background and/or character of the leaderahip ofTthe 
Me thodis t Chu rch. •.•*.. .«r » • ^ :»*■**/ , 

- v , ^p» »tated he was gratified to be reaseured^J^^Jh; 
and advised he had no personal knowledge of any i . 

letters or tape recordings, but had inferred their exfirteS*?# £ 7 . 
a tion^dth laymen in his own church 

• 4^HTwent on to explain that the^^Sfrv'; "v'3 
chT^TWal, state and national levtli* it 



m. 



' w - j . 



fallen of f . considerably in recent months as a result of* 
diverse opinions among the members of his congregation v a ^ 
Some of the lay leaders of his church have become jictivt/^4^/-vii 
in a state-wide movement known as the Concerned Me thodis t ££* 

T Jk vmon TKf o <rrA««m imaa e> • a>W^..a- s^a a J ..1 r' 



: my «« tv VVUgggm «F|W l » 

ing money to the National Council of Churches and ailitMtW; %»> 
organization*. 

d that ~ iv " 



n this organ! sat 
church had told 



It was dur 

church that^^^^Hinferred 



who is accumuTYlTVs extensive 



servative nature and which 
letters and tape recording 

the laymen from whom he obtai _ 

ing he di^no^rant anyone to know he had written ther ^lfej! 
Bureau. explained he feared members of hie con-**T ?**«*:? 

gregationwI^Rt interpret this action as an attempt to •>, y — 
bring the Bureau into the problems of his church. 

•' . ,» •• . v ;> 

■ *«. * «a u»f • v £ gk.M 

• * ».*••• • • '. 1 •-.—.••• *v * >- 'J. v 

* - • • •• * A' :.v rt? 



ence material of a con 
erred Included FBI 
was hesitant to name*^ 
s information, explain- . 
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June 18, tm :.fvr- 







b response to jour letter of Jane 11th, I cannot 
furnish the specific Information you ore seeking os data In oar files 
must be maintained os confidential In accordance vlth regulations cl 
the Department of Justice. Please do not Infer either that we do or 
do not have data In our files relating to the National Council ef 
Churches or the John Birch Society* 

in view of your Interest, however, I am enclosing 
material regarding some of the groups seeking to foment unrest In 
our Nation which contains suggestions all of us con use. Too may ' 
also want to read my books, ’’Masters of Deceit,** **A Study off 
Communism” and **J. Edgar Hoover on Communism.** They may 
be available In your local library. 



fftAILCD 25 

JUN1 81970 

COMM-Ftl 



Sincerely yours. 



SuShe*, 

Tom! _ 



Enclosures (5) - - — „ 

Forward to Chaos - Or the New Left In Action . 

The SDS and the High Schools v v * r '• 

A Study In Marxist Revolutionary Violence: SDS, 1982-1969 
Director's Testimony 3/5/70, Re The Block Panthers, Racial, Extremist 

and Communist Groujm.T _ 

An Analysis of the New Lot Ytf** I* 
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NOTE: Correspondent Is not Identifiable In Buttle#.* 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
J. Edgar Hoover Director 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 



Events of the past year or so are becoming very 
alarming to many silent citizens. SteaUng, Deselection of Pro- * * 
perty and treason are happening the wish and brefth of the Nation. 

Accounts of these attacks on our society seem to go 
unpunished by the majority of people that participate in them. 

The professors and teachers in our educational * 
system in many cases are joining us with this subversive element 
and advising acts of treason to their students. 

We must devise a system to check our teachers, 
preachers and all people in responsible Government positions and 
eliminate all subversives from the operation of our Government 
and the teaching of our youngsters. 



of life. 



What can I, an average citizen do. to insure our way 



I attended a meeting conducted by a member of the Bohn * 

Birch Society. He revealed many apparent facts that were very alarm- 
ing to me. The National Council of Churches was attacked as being eon- ? * 
tributors to the draft dodgers in Canada also to the Black Manifesto 

groups. •>: 

, « 

-***’ - % 

/) What have your investigations of these two, John Birch 
Society and N ational Council of Churches , turned up. Is the Birch 
Society fighting communism? and a good grouoto Join? ^ 

Our church belongs to the^oLncil and?4on*t wne» li h e lp * j 

any Subversive groups. m 






■ JIM MVS 



CUr 



I am very concerned by what baa been happening and a aat 



XEBOX 



-'P< 




to do my part tp preserve America as we know it. 



Would be happy to pay for reports on the two named - 
groups. Or information as to where I can get this information. .. 



Thank you yours 




TRUE COPY 






contacted, confronted with these allegations, and set straight regarding -• 
the facts. If the information furnished by him indicates that his statements ’• 
are based on rumors or comments of another party, then you should vr • • 
sufficient steps to resolve this matter by further interviews. These later* £ '* • 
views should be conducted in a polite but firm manner by two experienced .zi * 
Special Agents. v . • 



than Q/1V70. 



Gualrtel results of action taken to reach the Bureau no later * 



•** * ' *. i 






f * • ♦ - ' *' k /. 



• *• * *■ « » ■ 

» %• - f ‘ 






q-: 
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Mr. ©*1 



May 27. th., 1970 



f 



Mr. O.Edgar KMvn ( 

Federal Beraau af Investigation, 
Washington, D*C* 



1L& 



Oaar Hr* Heavar: '- > r 

11 aa the ainleter of the Flrat Methodist Church 



r* 







three of ay aen visited 
to discuss with hia some of the adtlvitoa 
of the Methodist Church, and to raceiva thia inforaation to 
pass an te the Church of which they are aanbera* The report was n 
aast disturbing to some as they reported lettera froa the F*B*X J • 
oyer your eigne ture atating the Methodist Ch urch has Coaainlat ^ • 
in places of Leadership; They also atated^^H^^B^had tapes K 
the F.B.I* had aade of Methodist Meetings and he had eoae in A 
his possession, ar were available* The picture that wae painted j 
by thepe three fine aen are disturbing, and can create auch | « 

confusion within the church eince these are over your olgnature* 

They alee reported th e national Council of Churchaa Bad • f 1 
been infiltereted the ease way* UUl 

I had alwayes thought the F«6*X* kept thelftr investigations 
under cleselfled inforaation, but if this is true wo are infested yj 



r- • *» — 



They alee reported th e national Council of Churchaa and • I 

been infiltereted the aaae way* U 

I had alwayes thought the F«6*X* kept theiir investigations b 
under cleselfled inforaation, but if this is true wo are infested V 

in ouch a wanner then we who are in the Leadership af the Church 

aheuld begin iaaedlately to renova the infection** 

Please give ae a reply Iaaedlately, R££ 25 -L* ' f . 
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June 15, 1910 , . •* - ■*-*, — •>•-»’■ r *,' 

- ' ; . 

• .1 . k * ’• •*-*-, ••■•’I! V • V* 

- - -v :‘: A ^t^-V;'r 
• ■ • • •»— •* • * 



— — * **- **•-?; ■ - 

•r V • *• r. 

i. • • w «#W « «* * 



I have received your letter of June 8th and appro* 
elate your kind sentiment. 

m 

m 

In reply to your Inquiry, Information contained to 
our files must be maintained as confidential In accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice. Please do not infer . 
either that we do or do not have data In our files relating to the 
National Council of Churches or the World Council of Churches. 

Sincerely yours. 







NOTE: Buflles indicate limited prior correspondence wi 
last outgoing 6-29-61. 
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Mr 



Nr. J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.Z. 

Washington, D.C. 




Dear Mr. Hoovers , . 

v * 

Farhapa thla la Just a llttla out of order, but Z know that . 
you know and k4np find out aany things, to ba trua that othara 
cannot find out. _ . 

Many of our Church memberswant tokrfus ir‘V , 'V>ercentage of 
thalr nonay goaa Into th <5tatlonal Counsel^ ! Churchaa f 
and tha World Counasl of cnurchss.T to support the raoa riots, 
Burdara, and burning, and dsatroylng property dominated by 
Communists orders and tactics, t 



This would ba appreciated If you could give bo sobs Information. / 
on this. We have been told that Thousands of dollars has bean // 
donated by tha WCC & WCC, to release tha Black Fanthers.f - /J^§ 

Christians, do not believe In this and can sea where thalr */• 
aoneys can ba used to a batter advantage to help tha needy. 

X hope you can give me soma answer on this. 

And soma atlctlcs. May God Blase you in your work. 

- - H ■ 
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Information contained In our files must be maintained as confidential 
In accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. Please 

j *>' 

i do not Infer either that we do or do not have data In our files relating 

i 

} to the National Council of Churches. X regret I cannot be of help to 









Jane 4 , 1970 









F.B.I. 

Washington D.C. f 
Bear Sire: 

.. sssfM n.frrs’K:: xn;!3‘ss 

lobbfiiif other information on their 

lobbying legislation would be appreciated. 



Cordially yours. 





Jfitkh 
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Vashingtt 



* JUNixjgfl 
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6 II W Well 
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fob -so rtf-iin*'"'- 




I regret that I am unable to be of help to job 
regarding your letter of May 30th, 

Our files must be maintained as confidential 
In accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice, 
Please do not Infer either that we do or do not have 4^t i In 
our files relating to the National Council of Churches. Nb 
source comes to mind where you can obtain Information such 
as you are seeking, and I am sorry we cannot be of aid. 




Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoow 



NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, * ' 

c/o*F. B. I 
Washington, D. C. 

\ . 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



I need some information and I do hope you can help me or refer 
me to whoever might be able to £flp me. I have read articles 
from time to time that stated the Nff t<r>na1 rQlinrn ft f Churchee 
is Communist inspired and is made up of Communists. Our 
Church, First PresbyterianU. 6. , is a member of N.C.C and 
I do not want any part of Communism so I must try Co get this 
information. H you can furnish any thing that will help me to 
ease my mind I will greatly appreciate it. Numbers of people 
have withdrawn from their churches to Join an Independent 
Church and I dont want to do this until I know more about it. 
Thanking you to help me if you can, I am 




Sincerely, 
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Mi I, 1970 
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Honorable Lee H. Hamilton 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 90519 

My dear Congressman: 









*: * 





Tour 

of a letter from_ 
been received an 
mation to my attention. 



rour_^ttfi^gJaliaiLaLM aj 3fthcnd«lag a cm ■ 

DoTa^recE^^ourtnteiSMnHQ^RRiSw. 



Although I would like to be of assistance. Information 
In our files must be maintained as confidential In ac cor da nc e with 
regulations of the Department of Justice. I hope your constituent 
will not infer either that we do or do not have data In our relaft* 
ing to the National Council of Churches. I regret 1 cannot be of 
In this instance. 



Mi. 



I am returning the copy of your constituent’s com* 
spondence as you requested. 



SMILED U • 

JUN- 31970 

COM* FBI 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hour* 



*tc.o O'rora 
Endonr. CH 

» »* J 
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NOTE: ; Butties reveal prior cordial correspondence and contacts wits 
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Congress rf •* ®ntt«* #UI*» 
lw«»l»Vtin^ 



Niy 27 



£s«iHs:i»of ;s..ti9.ti« 

Washington, D. C. 

Sir: ' 

The attached co«unieetico 
is sent for your consideration, 
please investigate the statenents 
contained therein and forward m 
the necessary info mat ion for re- 
ply, returning the enclosed corre- 
spondence with your answer. 

Tours truly. 



LEE H. hamxltok,*- c * 
Indiana 2 th District 

SS5iB» L .i^° 

Cud? W* 0 

. '*£#'. 

• •**. -• - • — 

•ft!' | 3 '* 6 VU »iS 
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Dear Mr. Hamilton: 

I am very upset about something and thought, you *- 

being a Christian man, maybe you can help me. . : t * 



Everyone knows that the National Council of Churches Is one 
of the biggest communist moves In the world today but noone really seems 
to believe they have the foot hold they do have. Oh, there are many who 
are fighting it but many more are being sucked under by Its* promises of 
flowery things to come.* Noone believed Noah either and look what 
happened I 



16 our government trying to do anything about this more- ' • 
ment or are they getting away with passing out all this literature to young * 
people in the churches without a worry In the world? That Is my question, 
Mr. Hamilton and It may be bigger than both of us. 

Respectfiilly 





\ 
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I have received jour letter of M ay 25th and understand 
fiie concern which prompted jou to contact me. * 



In response to pour Inquiry, Information In our files . 
must be maintained as confidential In accordance with regulations of * 
the Department of Justice. Please do not infer either that we do or 
• do not have data In our files relating to the National Council of . 
Churches. I regret I cannot be of assistance to you. 

• 

\ Sincerely yours, 

■ w ••• - * « 

i .-«• ], Ednr Howe 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

# e 

i- * - +X 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information Identifiable with correspondent. The 
National Council of Churches Is weljfcnown to the Bureau. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington B.C. * . ' - 

. r" ** * * 

Bear Sire: " 

Xt le »lth deep concern that X write this loiter* 




*■ Chairman of Finance of our church, X <«o}d 
appreciate aome Information concerning the^llatlonal 
Council of Churchaa^ ■ ' 



There have been so many article* written by aome 
denominations stating that It la of communletlc mature* 
Ve are having a number of people leave our church 
a a they do not want to be a part of a denomination 
which contrlbutee to this organisation aa the United 
Methodist does* 




We cannot ef'Ord to lose any aiore members aa we are 
having a financial struggle as a result of so many 
leaving and perhaps others win leave* Bo*e*er* ~e 
do want the truth of the matter, X, for one, do not 
•leh to be of any part of conmunlam* 



X thank you very kindly for glvlig this your attention* 
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I readily understand the concern which prompted 



your letter of Hay 12th with which you thoughtfully enclosed a idf- V" *r 
addressed, stamped envelope. I am returning It to you. * - » 

**-.• • . 

With regard to your specific Inquiry, 1 have not made “ ri’ -2 
any statement either criticizing or supporting the Federal Council of V •>» 
Churches or the National Council of Churches. I have stated, however,"^ 
that communists are engaged in a systematic program to Infiltrate 
religious groups la our country. On the other hand, I have made It * 1 
clear that the over-whelming majority of our clergymen are loyal dt-'V^ *’ 
izens, devoted to working for the best interests of our Nation. We 
must face the challenge In the light of the fact that some clergymen 
have Identified themselves with communist causes, but this Is not a tt- 
tlme for name calling, for unfounded accusations or publicity -seeklag 
j^arges designed to confuse, divide and weaken. ^ .. .*TV, 

la view of your Interest, I am enclosing som 
which you may not have had an opportunity to read. Toe may aleo^^ 
desire to review my books, "Masters of Deceit" and "J. Edgar Hoover - V. 
oonCommunism," In which I comment In some detail aboutuQom muni sm l =Tj 
aa£rellglon. Copies may be available in your local poblObniy. », j; V ’ 

5 — I Sincerely y o ur s, * \/ * *£* 

MAILED 20 

l.’AY 2 i 1970 ’ 

com Mm r> 



Enclosures (6) l(J 28 yh‘H r 



1 - Indianapolis - Enclosure 



. / 






-‘•VH 



A w*il M Wife.w ’Vii - t-i 

SEE NOTE L LIST OF ENCLOSURES PAGE 2 














Enclosures (S) •• ; • r ' • - ;**/*'. 

Director** testimony 3*5-70 re Black Panthers, Racial, .Extremist and 

Communist Groups . , ry ? 

A Study In Marxist Revolutionary Violence: SDS, 1962-1969. *• - 

Directors Statement on Communism 3-27*67 • ... r c * v 7 
What Does the Future Hold? .*.* * . . v* / V. ■ 

The Sunday School - Key to Tomorrow * r *•'* * 

correspondent’s envelope ** * • ;* r'*” s 

MOTE: There Is no record of correspondent in Buflles. The National 
Council of Churches, also known as Federal Council of Churches, Is well 
known to the Bureau* •*■**• * ".' 
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Nr. J. N|»r Howtr, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

. 0.S. Dept. of Justice 
4uhlQ^M| D.C. 

Soar It. Bonr: 

Aa a pastor the 2 aa writing for informatl 

a aatter in whieh mary of the *enbe-e la well aa ayfelf art deeply eonearnad. It la a 
aattar concerning two statements whl dh you ware supposed to hare aada la ragarda to t he 
. Federal Counell of Churches and the^Mat lonal Co uncil df Chthehee. 

la an article intltled • Straifht“fa*lk" -by Toa'lSderaon TanS printed Feb. 19f0 la 
Southern Fara Publication P.0. Box 6429 Nashville, Tsnnesee, you are quoted as eaylM 
•Many Cowiniat fronts hare operated under the guise of aoaa ehurchi commission or 
religious body. IT IS G*STLT TO SEE THE MONSTER ATHEISM BEING NOURISHED IN THE CHURCHB 
dHICH IT SEeZS TO DESTROT . . . . Any alnlster who cannot find in the Bible sufficient 
arguments for the eause of liberty and social justice, who has to borrow the doable 
talk of the Communist, is in the wrong profession and should be carefully watched hr 
his official superiors and the congregation." To this last ws heartely agree. 

The other stateaent is a quote frea the Executive Secretary's desk of the 
Counell of Churches. Dr. Grover L. Hart sax.' whose office is at lloo if, 12al St. 
Indianapolis 46208. He quotes you as saying, "I want you to know that 2 have never 
asde any stateaent criticising the Fedral Council of Churches or the National Connell 
of Churches,” He. goes on to say that the F.B.l. has asserted, "These allegation have 
served to createthe lapression among maoy Aaericans that the ProtTstant dencmlntlow 
la particular have been subjected to alarming infiltration and influence, bat this Is 
a patent faleebood. The truth is that the Coenunist party has not achieved any sub- 
stantial success in exerting, dominating, influxes Or.pontrol ever America's Clergymen^ 1 
® r religious institutions on a national scale. ■ ^ V 

Hartman goes on to say , "Although it has been slaked that there are £600 Cowualst ^ 
*•**7 members among America s clergymen mo one has been willing to give responsible / 
church leaders of the public even 100 names so they could be checked npdeand “ 
from their possitions if found to have dese-ted their loyalty to Christ? 

These two seeaingly contradictory statements are bother!^ os. Me desire to xmsv 
the truth. (Air church is suffering under much criticism since the film entitled. The 
Truth About the Council of Churches" was shown in the comnlty. #>, 

2 know it is asking a lot of you to take time out from your very bwy schedule to 
give us the correct answer to this vital problem. 2 assure you it wife be grostly ae 
appreciated and Christ will be honored through it. Inclosed is a self addressed and 
•tamped envelope. Thank you. 
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Tour letter of May 4th has been received and 
I certainly appreciate your kind sentiments. It vas Indeed 
thoughtful of you to offer to send me the book you discussed; 
however, It will not be necessary for you to do this. 

% • 

in response to your Inquiries, Information la 
our files must be maintained as confidential In accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice. I regret I can 
not be of help in this instance. 

dncerdy yours, 

7. Edgar Boors 
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Monday May 4, 1970 



Mr. J Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir, 



I am greatly troubled about something and I 
thought I woulfrwrit^o you. I am a member of a small Methodist 
Church Recently I happened to read a program bo ok 

for the two groups oi Methodist women in our church, which seemed 
to me to be pro -communist.- This literature is sponsored by the 
National Council of Churches. The first program in the book is 
about a Mrs. John C. Bennett Wife of Union Theological Seminary 
President John C. Bennett - This program tell how Mrs. Bennett 
aided by an organization called Women Strike For Peace met along 
with thirteen other American ladies with a delegation of fourteen 
ladies from North Vietnam and the New Liberation Front in Paris 
in April of 1968 prior to the Paris peace talks - Mrs. Bennett des- 
cribes the enemy as being *'eager for peace and friendship. '* To me 
this book seems to give aid and comfort to the enemy. I was apalled 
when I read it. 




There is another program in the book written by Donald E. 
Maclnnis, a director of the National Council of Churches. This program 
is about Red China and subtly leads one to believe that communism is 
better than our own democratic way of life. In it we are told that the 
policies of Mao Tse-tung and his "faith in the masses" "deserves our 
respect. " 



Mr. Hoover, would you like for me to send you a copy 
of this book? I have started a small one-woman campaign to get ti»<f 
filthy, ungodly literature out of the Methodist church. If you have any 
inf or nation concerning the National Council of Churches or the organisa- 
tion Women Strike For Peace that identifies them as being communist or 
communist front organizations would you please let me hear from you? 

A letter from you would help me greatly. 

Thank you and God Bless you in your work- 
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Id reply to jour letter of April STth, information in 
the fllee of the FBI must be maintained ns confidential In accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice. Please do not Infer 
•Ither that we do or do not have data In our flies relating to the 
National Council of Churches. I regret I cannot be of help to jou. 



MULES s 

MAY -4 1970 
cownar 



Sincerely jours, 
J. Edgar Boo*< 



NOTE: The National Council of Churches Is well-known to the Bureau. 
On basis of available Information, correspondent Is not identifiable In 
Bufiles. 
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Hon. J.&dg&r Hoover 
F.B.I. 

Vashington.L.C. 

Lear Sir: 

I received a letter froa tfc^Church League of America 
«« L'orth Prospect .itr. theatlTnmi.'f 0167“that con- 
tfeane the Tatlonal Counil of Church for their actiona. 

The following are e>:cerpts frca the letter: The H^ticnal 
Council of .hurchesgave aid and comfort to liberal extrem* 
iete li.*e father Groppi,the Catholic priest who goeo around 
burning draft board recorde. -one members lobby for social* 
ietic legislation on Capital Hill. 



,.Q, 



The^K bticnal Council cf Zh ixch** latest case last October 
In Indianapciis.lnd. when it endorsed the principles of the 
Communist • black manifesto* proposals by revolutionary 
leader, Jam*6 Forman. Forman demanded 500 million dollars 
from churches in "reparations* due black Americans. If you 
and I don't pay off this extortion attempt .Porman warned: 

But if the white Christians and Jews are not willing to 
meet our demands through peace and goodwill, then we will 
declare war ind *e are prepared to fight by whatever means 
necessary? 

In response to this shocking demand the General Board of 
the Council called for its merobert churches to give ? 500, 
000 without any strings, to these radical groups bent on 
overthrowing this country. 

And don't forge t:The VCC is a dues*p%ying member of the 
Vorld Council of Churches~*c.n organisation that has sent 
aid to Hotth Vietnam. Help us expose the iiational Council 
of Churches for what it really is: Aleftist group operating 
behind the facade of religion, and violating the historic 
principle of separation of church and state. 

If the above is true.Zs it possible that Communist have 
infiltrated into the Council of Churches? 
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to the imuir, in r«r l^er -Aprtinnd, 

tul to accordance with regutotloos rt U* 

i JLf j Kot rp til OUT XU®® 

Reas, do ^ toler dtoer -e ao or do »- ha ^ 

eelalleg to the National Council of Churches. I 
bdptojou. 

r — ESS*" - ! Sincerdy r* 1 *®' 

I APR 2 8 1970 I l Wt &*** 

I — SS! a 1 John Edgar Hoover 

., J*-* to weU known to the Bureau 

B£ SaWSSt toenUitohl. with the correspondent. 
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April 17, 1970 



/ 




1 received your letter on April 15th. Although I 
would like to be of asslituce to you, information in our file* must 
be maintained a a confidential in accordance with regulation* of the 
Department of Justice. Please do not infer either that we do or do 
not have data in our file* relating to the Methodist Church. 

Sincerely yours, 
j. Edgw Boone 






MOTE: Bufiles reflect no record of correspondent. 
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April 22, 1970 



Federal B':recv of Invcs tipc tion, 
Washington, JJ.C* 



Gentler, cn: 



rvself tog ether with sev^rcl other members of the nr at Baptist 
Church o ve become very concerned about the 

various n 'a t i one 1 f o ung x 1 of Churphes^f^ 

Our church is affiliated vith the/.iOZgan Baptist Conventions 
who in turn are affiliated vtth tuX.r.ericcr. Baptist Convention. 
As vc understand it the "Amerircr. 'artist Convention is a member 
of the National Council of Churches. 

Te heve been informed that the National Council of Caurches 
contributing money to various' subversive groups and organisations, 

Ve have made inquiry thru other channels but w.thout success • 

m 

Can vor or would you furnish us with a list of the verious aub— 
versive groups and organisations zc which tnc ..ationc 1 Council of 
Churches' is contributing. 

As 100% Ar.ericans an: supporters of our Government we do not want 
one cent of our church sntributions used for ths support of the 
groups mentioned. 



Sincerely, 



«eci /OQr^dW-i 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I. 
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Mr. Hoover, 

^ keep reading & hearing about how the new United 
Methodist Movement is controlled by Communist Party Workers 
and sympathizers. One article quoted 2100 members as being 
members of the Communist Party. Do you have facts along this 
l lne * A S you probabl y jessed, P» not for the U. M. Organization 
* ri S ^ t °i. pU l ^ niy membe rship. We want to get our E. U. B. Church 
out & back to God. Am concerned about communism all over the 
country but ‘specially distressed when it hits home out here in the 
country. Any information you make available along this line - 
greatly appreciated. Thank you. 
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April 14, 1970 






Dear 




In reply to your letter of April 7th, information con- 



tained In our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice. Please do not Infer 
cither that ve do or do not hare data in our files relating to the 
National Council of Churches. I regret ve cannot be of help to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

X Edpr Bacnt 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no derogatory information identifiable with 
correspondent 
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Ajril 7, 1970 



federal bureau of Invest lection 
Washing or. , L.C., 2000 C 



CetleiRii 

I an interested >i: te amine to rhat extent, if ar ' , cosaurisn has found 
its rac. into tntl ational C ouncil of Cn urLes . ^ 

1,?^ * *°v JV' I \ tJ10dist Church, tiie church as a mole is 

eu^^c. .in£ tiit I.ational Council but the c.iurcnes in the Korth Alelann 
Conference ere not. 3 hr. or that ever. if our local churches are t.nhholdinr 
tnrir eupijort t;-at re m:st be a part of it if the Church or. a national 1 ^ 

v&Sl£ 

neese five tc at sue., inionjatior. as you can. 
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federal bureau of Investigation 
Washington, I. C„ 20000 
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April 13, 1970 




Ibftnk you for the generous remarks and kind 
sentiments expressed la your letter of April 7th. In reply to 
your Inquiries, Information la our files must be — t.» -insd 
ss confidential in accordance with regulations of the Depart- 
ment of Justice. Please do not Infer that we do or do not have 
data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches 
or the Council of Churches in New York City. I regret I can- 
not be of assistance to you in this instance. 

Sincerely yours. 



'7 



2. Edgtr Boost 



NOTE: There is no record of correspondent in Buttles. Th e National 

Council of Churches is well known to the Bureau and we have enjoyed 
DMW:Jfh (3) cordial relations with the Council of Churches in New York City 
since 1039. . 
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F.E.I. aiireeter, Y.t. J. Ee t ar liMTir 
Peeeral ihireau ef Inveatifatien 
ktsU^np., a>.C* 

i^»r Sir: • - 



Mr. IwUieb 

* 



t»i\ 



/.» 4 ****** in sexber ef the B rare «f Trustees ef |«*2 
hj cfctrer, I 4 :: vitkllj eej.cern*e a taut rv church beeex'nz 
4 fe-.fr ef the Ce^cf! ef Churches, Kew Seri: C!tr* I » 

^ f %T’ er * kr ~ e Preteetart Ceuncil 

•f Chvrcaea, New >er*c City* 

After rr 4 * ir- i»it ef the hack-rcuna ef the Feeeral 
Stl 1 ! 0 ? 1 •* J^chet ef Chrlit which later, in 19rc war^ee 
£***• «? Ve ^ fc 2u # ”’* er rreteetsat i;fre!ei te fern, the Katienal * 
Ceuncl. e. Gkurekec, I Wi.nt tS be res •enable certair tkat 

i£ ere *• * r tI * 1 * be twee* tke Ceuncil ef 

Churches, hew .erk City tat tke Katienal Cause 11 ef Crunches. 

Ve are c f unea.veetal, evangelic*! Protestant church. # ' 
as* ne eel want te N gst.ciatee • r affiliates with ar.r L, 

hfvir^ ee*iuniatlc er atheistic elecsati.* he 5a 
f*r»ly relieve tkat the ?3bla tat cemaurisit ae net aix. !/• 

sate sever will, * V 1 

m. ss ~ 1 

*• * ar bm ~ * f *"•*••• *« »***« cl 



sre ytur K«r. • We sincere 1; thank Gee far eueh s fine 
•rjta. 2 gt.aa with suck a ceapater.t leaser, Kij Gee spare 
yeu issny sere years sne keep yeu in jaet health. 
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Id KiponM to the inquiries io pour letter 
which 1 received on April 2nd, we do not have asp material 
for distribution on the National Council of Churches or the 
World Council of Churches. 
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Sincerely yours. 
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7/ Edgar Hocrvtf 




rote: The National Council of Churches and the World Council oi 
Churches are well known to the Bureau. Bureau files contain no 
record identifiable with correspondent. 
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Dear Sir, 



available on 



If it is possible wcxild you send me all information 

© 

e National Council of Churches or World Council of 



Churches. If they are separate organizations send information 



both. 



Thank you. 
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April 3, 1970 








With reaped to your letter of March Slat, Infor- 
inatioD contained In our files must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. 

Please do not Infer either that we do or do not hare data In oar 

# 

files relating to the National Council of Churches. 1 regret I 
cannot be of help to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Boovac 




t ; : 



NOTE: The National Council of Churches is well known to the 
Bureau, and Bufiles contain no record of c^rregpondenC • .i. 
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Federal Bureau Investigation 
Dear Sir, 

o 

I would like to inquire about the "National » 
Council of Churches*' Has. any one involved with the 
Organization ever been involved in communist activities or 
convicted of un American activities. Has there been any one 
in their organization been involved in sending ammuntion or 
aid to the North Viet Mam ? 



appreciated. 



Any information you can give will be deeply 



Sincerely ;yours 
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April 1, mo 
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Dear 



With respect to your letter received on March SOth, 
information contained in our files must be maintained as confidential 
In accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. Please 
do not Infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating 
to the National Council of Churches. I regret 1 cannot be of help to 



81ncerely jours, 
J, Edgar floorer 



NOTE: Correspondent Is not Identifiable In Buflles. The National Council 
of Churches is well-known to the Bureau. 
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3/25/70 



Dear Sir: 

I want some information concerning the National 
Council of Churchs. What is its purpose? — 

Are all the Protestant thurches in America affiliated 
with this National Council of Churches in some way? Are the 
Protestant churches aware of their association with this group? 

Please inform us where we can find the true answer 
to these questions. , 



Thank you 



r 



j 



P. S. 

Our church pastoshave not answered these questions to our satification. 
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with respect to poor communication of March 27 th, 
information conUlned In our flies must be maintained as confidential 
In accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. Please 
do not Infer either that we do or do not hare data In our files relatlig 
to the National Council of Churches. I regret I cannot be of help to 



Sincerely yours. 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The National Council 
of Churches Is well-known to the Bureau. 
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J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
9th and Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20535 





I ® e * Reouest for information as to whether or not the 

Natinal Council of Churches Is Communist 







Dear Kr. Hoover: 




The A dr.ini st rative Board of ot ip congregation is 
concerned to find out whether or not th^ational Council of 
Churches is Com-runist. Our congregation~Kas voted to withhold 
support funds from the NCC on the grounds of the charge of 
Being Corraunist. This is a very serious matter. If the NCC is 
a force working for a more Just and healthier America, it is 
a disservice to America to cripple the effectiveness of this 
agent of Protestant cooperation. 

Ky reading of your study published in 1958, HOSIERS OF 
DECEIT, does not brand the NCC as Comrunist. 





I am sure the FBI has in print a statement concern this 
issue. I shall appreciate it very much if you will furnish me a 
statement of your conclusions and findings. 
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Honorable Lee H. Hamilton 
Bocae of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 10515 




vedTWhUe^BS^fcM^^^ 



My dear Congressman: 

Tour communication of 
a letter, and nevapap er dippDg from 

baa been received. 

4 „ your constituent, thla Bureau la strictty'an' 

tmreati^atlve agency of the Federal Government anl, na such, neither 
makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character nr 
lntegrljy>of any organisation, publication or Indivldoal. 1 hope yd? - 
will not lnfet^ther that we do or do not have material in our files 
hUjmeoodi Mtn^atera Life and Ca s u alty Union of Minneapolis, • 

Tour enclomrsa are being returned ns you requested, 
fftneerety yours, r* 



^ HJsar Hoover 



Enclosures (S) 



k A 



S®?? , B l^ U f^? h0 .^ prlor “^i^orresponderce with Congressman 
Hamilton (D-Ind) and no record of UieHtyUstera Life and Casualty Union. 




Congress ef ftr Vnftrt fruits 
*«« sf Btf rcsrntstfhes 
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Congressional Liaison 
Federal Bureau ©f Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Sir/: y 

^ Ay XhjfpL (Lgua’IiL sf 

B>e attached conauMcalion 1 

is sent for your consideration. 

N ^S > Please investigate the statements 

contained therein and forward ne 

the necessary information for re. 

returning the enclosed cone. 

spondence vlth^rejir answer. 



fojfrs/truly. 



mjL 



LEE H. HAMILTON, N. C. 
Indiana, 9th District 
TOT . CD' /*D) 

LHH : kev / 

225-5315 
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. Honorable L»ee Hamilton ■ •* lil. • . \ ^ 

Indiana Congressman • 9th Dlstr:.et l.j * 

House of Representative*. * ; *• J _•»* 

• 1107 Long worth Bldg.- ’ - m]\ : 

* Washington. D.C. *0515 , ‘ - ;il ’ 
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Dear Lee: : . • 1 
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/ Lee. X am very concerned about organisations such as the 

fcne described in the article X am enclosing thdlappeared in the 
Indianapolis Star on Wednesday. March 18th. ITh^e, we are having • . \ 

[left wing organisation striving t>. spHt any group t&^ycan in order to 
achieve their goals, which in entire anarchy. ‘ 

Xs it pogeihlcJa-flnd out t»ie background of this Ministers Idle {• “ 
and Union oi Minlst|js UfrjMtcgMLJa JH1 th f ft must he an •/ 

u yR # left wine Uifl on cri»m ted grou p causing all o^r unrest •/ 

in this co untry. _ U-i . 4 r.* j • : V\* \- 

— ■ •/ K>i. . Tours troly. *!:< # v-*- . . 
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faired tf an engineer » *! me minister It UK-led erne- D 4 "IMe a co»nmilmepft-^ 
reouniam, fhcir wo&w do not Ranlm i mon** In Ibe country- ^Hwf may n rt ton todw-f : 
nrtMire op even to tb«f W betnc unrrrrrirtfrd by ft » n,r ' n) ^( 3 . However, *'*" ***•' /•> •:] 
it mi* eehooi dropout who m U(ldc auoc itUon to prrt«* tort* of • n*tton* rlertf *•* •. » .; • 
wcctowse mechanic. him from cxpototistton. • gird bfdrqunte rtimt U ■;*C ?.'. 

Ocrgymen work ten* hoars ««e d e p e 1* d •.- they eoW. »clM* rtokn." • # # * » ; 

<*M lake infrequent v arattw* .. the ctoidlsn eptrtt *H; » IVeMdHV ., fV 

and. bccau.e their « the eburtojg* fc^l^b to IbJ Whesl /feX. 

Mvc nol kept pa« **Jt b»na- ^ phurch measure up to Hi t - ^n^io.lE-while * > 

debt to keep going What (be reteartbert were fc <w .|, t ith|5,i».0n‘!lnue«nr *.<*•. 

Because most ministers Jtw **king — and what elerfsmirn .| t *» re j. r « fn \ drrrvmcn re- ;* •'• 

» Hornet provided by *** themselves have been n*to* Jtl „g j (tt than P,'»» to *• ■*-•* * 
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March 11, 1*70 




With respect to your letter of March Mb, information 
contained in our files must be. maintained ms confidential la accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice. Please do not Infer 
either that we do or do not hare data in our files relating to the National 
Council of Churches. I can assure you, however, that I have not made 
any statements regarding this organisation. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



i HAR 1 1 1970 1 






MOTE: Correspondent cannot be identified in Bullies. 
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Eoo. JsWgar Hoover. 
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Bear Hr. Hoover; 

* nLue?ibfi’5, t I:,tho41 “ Church bur. 
our Church afflletion with tBS-f! r b i e - 4l * Cu ** 1 o® concerning 

toe lib oeol>ers *een to feel 
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March 3, 1370 
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1M ... 1 appreciate the kind sentiments in your 

tetter which was received on Tebruary 27th and I am pleased yon 
found my book informative. You may also want to read my brik a 
A Study of Communism*’ and "J. Edgar Hoover on Communism." 
They may be available in your local library. 

In reply to your inquiry, information in our fi les 
must be maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations 
m the Department of Justice. Please do not infer either we 
do or do not have data in our files relating to the National Cowell 
of Churches. I regret I cannot be of assistance to you in this instance 

Sincerely yours. 
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I. Cdpr 



MAILED 10 

MAR * 3 1970 

COMM-fj) 









NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable ip Bufiles and the National 
Council of Churches is well known to the Bureau.!.* 1 ' : ^ 
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Hon. Mr. Hoover: 
Dear Sir, 



Please answer one question for me: Is the 
"National Council of Churches" a "leftest group? A verv 
concerned American 



P. S. 




I found your book, "Masters of Deceit, " most 
informative, reflecting the work of a dedicated American. 

I pray for your continued good health. 
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In reply to your letter of February Slot, with enclosure#. 
Information In our files must be maintained as coatiteaUMl la accordance 
vlth regulations of the Department of Justice. Please do not Infer either 
Chat we do or do not hare data la our flies relating to the National Coon* 
til of Churches, t regret I cannot be of help to you In this instance. 

Sincerely yours. 



MAILED 10 
f • .* i iwi 0 

COMMFBI 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



1 - Charlotte - Enclosures (S) 

< o •■-*••• *' 

' NOTE: The National Coun cil of Churc hes Is well known to the Bureau. 

- Bufiles contain no lnforinitlon identifiable with correspondent. Enclosed 
~ were two copies of reprints from "Southern Farm Publications, **1012 

~ Broadway, Nashville, Tennessee, entitled "Straight Talk"hy Tom Anderson. 

- r These articles allege the National Council of Churches to be pro-communist. 

- FEKrtra (1) . * rv ^ / 
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Feirurry 21, 1?7Q 



Ger.tlcnen, 

Srr.c cf :u: rrr.rr r.c-r.fcer£ her* recently carte ccrccs the 

er.ciostd •::?>,» of th* K'.ti-rsi C-.uneii ef Church.* snd its 
conr.jr.i rt activities. 

We want to knew: if the FBI and the Justice Derr rtrent is 
fivw.re .. ..hte s.tu. ticn. t is Kir.r cone a. bout it? Vha.t 
Can re c->r.e a::ut **ir » ideru- thre-t to our country? 



Sincerely, 




Public Infornfetien Office 
Federal Bureau Of Investigation 
j Washington, D.C. 
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to reply to your letter of February 16th, Information 
contained In our files must be maintained as confidential In accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice. Please do not infer 
either that we do or do not hare data in our flies relatiK to the National 
Council of Churches. 

As a matter of policy, I do not make any recommenda- 
tions concerning publications which have not been prepared by personnel 
of this Bureau. I regret I cannot be of help to you in this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

7 0 Edgar Hoover 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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February 16, 1970 




Mr. J. Ed g ar Hoover, Dlnetor 
federal fereau oflnvestlgatlon 
Washington, D. C. 20013 



Daar Sin 



Bible study group if asking a study on the Rational Council of Chu^H— 
JJo„£ t”, ^£rt! h iur U * 1, ‘ “ 1 ' a ‘ rr “ tl °" “ *®& iclWll, 



We have reports both eondesnlng and condoning the council, but ve are In 
need of soae factual Information on the aubjeet, 

"r It »ueh If you could gl». u. the Infonctlon you 

", 'iXjUZ!' #th,r » tout othor book. 



thank you very aueh. 
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February 12, 1970 



no ‘t 




FBI did not Issue the publication you are seeking, and I do not know 
where you might be able to seeure a copy. 1 am sorry I cannot be 



of service to you in this instance. 

Sincerely yours, 

2. Bdstf 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



JNAIUED « 

FEB 121970 

QQMM-fBI 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. The National 
Council of Churches and the World Council of Churches are well 
known to the Bureau. 
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February 



‘J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
Washington, 

D. C. 20000 



Dear Sir: *■ 

* fe J[ f? nth f 5 ack * 1 re ^* paaphlet in regards to 
the national Council and World Council of Churches 

A friend of ainevlent it to ae to read, end it* Mas 
concerning its connection with the Coonuniet Party 
I as very such interested in this as our church 1e 
a member ©f the Council of Churches. No one eeeas 
to be able to find this copy. If you know the in- 
formation I am concerned .about. Mould you kindly 
sent it to ae. Thank you very such* 

• • 

Very truly yours. 



/0<]- 50 SCf- Oof 
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February 9, 1970 
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Tour letter of February 2nd has been received. 

In reply to your inquiries, Information contained in the files at 
the FBI most be maintained as confidential pursuant to regula- 
tions of the Department of Justice. Please do not Infer either 
that we do or do not have material in our files relating to the 
Chnrch League of America or the National Council of Churches. 

Sincerely you re, 

J. Boowfi 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
The Church League of America has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
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Office of the Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

O 

SUBJECT: CHURCH 1 <AjUE OF AME RICAN and NATIONAL COUNCIL 

6> CHUttfcH£o =. 



•e have received soce rather strongly worded literature 
fror the Church League of America suggesting that the 
National Council of Churches is too politically oriented 
and is supporting ultra left-wing groups; is pro-cor.irunist 
or sympathetic toward then.; and is atterpting to influence 
the curriculum of our public schools away from any fonr of 
prayer. We were requested to make a financial contribution. \ 

Can you please shed sore light on these two organisations V 

for us. We Agree that the churches seem to be getting V 

too “political," but we don't really know the truth about * 

either group. 

We are U.S. citizens, conservatives, and active locally in 
community affairs, but we can't get an evaluation of the 
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January 28, 1970 



Y ith respect to your letter received on January 36th, 
Information contained in our files must be maintained as confidential 
In accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. Please 
do not infer either that we do or do not have data in our flies relat- 
ing to the National Council of Churches. I regret I cannot be of 



help to yon. 



Mailed 21 

JAK26 1370 

COMM-fai 



Sincerely yours, 

57 Edgar 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Tolsow _ 
D»Urt . 
ooltet* _ 



Suliiw 
Towel _ 
flovors . 
Tele * 
Hslmev 
Conor * 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. The National 
Council of Churches is well known to the Bureau. / 



r I LEEicfj (3) 

in y* 

•^pFEBie-JBTO _ 

— . NAIL 1 TELETYPE ilMlT L ~J 



ft 



/•> 



. #4 

v • : 







F.B.I . 

9th St. and Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, 3). C. 



January 21, 1970 




Dear Sirs: *3*^ 

I would appreciate al- the information 
available concerning the policies and activ- 
ities of the N_tional Council of Churches. 

If there is a charge, please send the 
naterial list with prices. Thanh you in ad- 
vance. 





jco- SC St*?- /7 0ty 


February 6, WO 
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With respect to your communication which I received 
on February 3rd, information contained in our files must be main- 
tained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice. Please do not infer either that we do or do not have data 
In <mr files relating to th e ‘National Council of Churche s. I regret I 
cannot be of help to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

3. Edgar Hoover 




: i C««*r . 
t CM* 
*7 Com*, 
g. felt _ 



NOTE: The National Council of Churches is well-known to the Bureau. 
There Is no record of correspondent In Buflles. He enclosed a flier 
which attacks the National Council of Churches stating that it has the 
same objectives as the American Communist Party. 
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TRUE COPY 




J. Edgar Hoover, Administrator, 
F.B.I, Department of Justice, 
Washington, D.C. 

My dear Sir: 



The truth of this or the falsity has so much to 
do with the school situation that we need an immediate investigation IJ'C 
to establish the truth or falsity of the charges. 
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In reply to the Inquiry In y 0 ur letter of Jhmory nth, 

/ " ,U| eaclo *“»*. Informetion contained in the fllee of the FBI most 1 

“ CO ° 0deBU * 1 *«— *» "nUtioo. of th, Depnrtmen 
* *»Ue«. I hope ,ou will Dot Infer either the. *e do or do not her, 
-term i» our m„ «U 0nc to tt , Church ^ „ Amer)ca , 

r*ret I em unebl* to comment ne you declro. 

Sincerely youre, 

1 1. Edgu Hoonr 

FEBS-1970 
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' , Be enclootd 

~ «* been Invested ,W * “«“«»*» 








January 27, 1970 




• • _ i • uraau of Investiretion 
u«*shin£tcn, j.C. 



Gentlemen: 






^i^jrch Lea rue of Ar.erica 
j\f c l*orth frcsj;tct Street 
Vr.€ctor., Illinois 6C167 



Since the accusations contained in the letter are «r a 



Fleesc also advise ne es to the stsndinr of the 

net ^id en t i fy Member s *of U.e^trd o^ii^ect^rirtfbusi 5 
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CHURCH LEAGUE OF AMERICA 

*** WORTH PROSPECT STREET • WHEATON. 

January 10, 1970 



Fellow American: 




Did you know that the National Council of Churches may be using 
your name — and your local church contributions — to help support 
and pay for hundreds of ultra-liberal political activities? 



Sound shocking? Unfortunately It Is all too true. 



Since It was founded, the "social reformers" who head up the 
National Council of Churches (NCC) have "claimed" to speak for 
over 42,000,000 church going Americans. 



bel ® n S to °°* of the religious denominations listed In the 
enclosed brochure, the NCC Is using your money and your namt to fi- 
nance left-wing political, social, and economic programs that have 
nothing to do with religion.' 



|** re * ^ ***• National Council uses your local church membership: 
33 Protestant and Orthodox comninlons, (Including the United Methodist 
Church, the Protestant Episcopal Church, the Polish National Church 
in America, etc.) are "members" of the Central Assembly of the Na- 
tional Council. 



This General Assembly elects a General Board which meets three 
tlBe * * ye«r. It a this Board -- a mere handful of people — which 
•*y* that you and 42,000,000 million other Aamrlcans ... 



1) Want U.S. diplomatic recognition of CosMunlst Cuba 

2) Want Red China's entrance Into the U.N. 

3) Wanted to stop the Installation of the Safeguard ABM missile 

4) Support the radical labor organiser, Cesar Chaves, and the 

grape strike * 



National Crnncll officials told Congress that you opposed legisla- 
tion permitting prayer In public schools. They aald ymi wanted to 
abolish 14B, the right to work law, which allows states to prohibit 
compulsory unionism If they want to. 

Most of the NCC officials want aex education taught in the public 
schools. They want compulsory bus Ins of public school children away 
frtm their local schools. The National Council also gives aid mad 
comfort to other liberal extremists like Pather Groppl, the Catholic 
priest who goes around burning draft board records. 

Who pays the salaries of these officials? Who pays for their 
office •taffs? Who pays for their Washington D.C. office which fts 
used to lobby for socialistic legislation on Capitol 1111? YOU DO.' 



a 



JMCLKWB 




Part of your church 4^ ring it paid to your rellglou^enominatloo. Each 
•enber denomination, in turn, sends money to the National Council of Churches. 

The NCC uses the money to finance and support hundreds of left-wing groups like 
OPERATION CONNECTION , an organization that used part of Its budget to finance 
the election of black officials In "target cities." 

In 1968, the budget for the National Council was an enormous 24. 8* million 
dollars! . '% 

The Council's latest outrage came last October in Indianapolis when it endorsed 
the principles of the Conmwnist -endorsed "black manifesto" proposals by revolution- 
ary leader, Jones Foreman. Foreman demanded 500 million dollars from churches in 
"reparations" due black Americans. If you and I don't pay off this extortion 
attempt. Foreman warned: 

"but if the white Christians and Jews are not willing to meet our demands 
through peace and goodwill, then we will declare war and we are prepared 
to fight by whatever smans necessary." 

In response to this shocking demand the General Board of the National Council 
called for its member churches to give $500,000 without any strings, to these 
radical groups bent on overthrowing this country! And if the money is paid, you 
will have helped pay for it! 

And don't forget: The NCC is a dues -paying member of the World Council of 

Churches — an organization that has sent aid to North Vietnam. 

If you are shocked at what the National Council is doing with your name and 
money, then Join with us — the CHURCH LEAUGE OF AMERICA. 

The Church League of America is composed of a distinguished group of clergy 
and laymen concerned about "col lectivlstic" propaganda infiltrating every phase 

American life, especially thrmigh the pulpit, seminary and church publications. 

When the League was founded in Chicago, in 1937, it was decided to set up a 
research staff and analytical educational foundation for the purpose of gathering 
all possible evidence on how alien forces were subverting religious and educational 
institutions. 

Today, the J.B. Matthew's research library of our League attracts scholars from 
•11 over the world to examine thousands of left-wing and Connunist documents, 
books and periodicals. 

The Church League carefully documents through our research staff all the 
activities of the left-wing, including the National Council of Churches. In fact, 
we have the largest research library on left-wing activities outside the FBI's files. 

The Church League of America has now launched a nationwide grassroots campaign 
to protest the political activity of the National Council of Churches. 

• • 

Belp us expose the NCC for what it really is: A leftist group operating behind 

the facade of religion, and violating the historic principle of separation of 
church and atate. 

a 

Here's how you can help. 

continued... 



ACTivimsof s s. 

The effect of this protest will he staggering. It will show the'RCC char 
Aaer leans- reject their political activities u *7 C *“•* > 

=?2 =l-— - 

£ srr^-bsHSSr - -- J -"=» - 

Every American — no natter what religious faith — wutt help. 

• ?f Rht " OWt influential leaders within the Catholic Church and eh# SbuM,.™ 

^s!Js JSrtis's.r-rss* :r,;r»c.sr 

Bo you .one Cho NCC to "cloioi to opook" for 100,000.000 totrUM.?* 

S50rS25!*S10,°orth«".;. e "' tribU ' ,On ’ *">' “~ nt - *».•». *»<». *»«, $100, 

S'S:,:!?--™ - ~ •u^asrsr - 

Sincere ly yours. 



"ajor Edgar C. Bundy 
Executive Secretary 



ECBrnn 

Enclosure 



y.S. Ifyou eon fins ft to your heort to oond u> o $25.00 cootrikutfoo or son. 
(oTofd II ruIS *, boo V' t ytoyorod ky our reeeerch otoff entitled “ft, . 

imwILT COU " e11 ,f eh “™"“'’ "fcfto fully docuoonto u,,tr 

" * ” is n; for y ~ r f^l * Bd • -* ~ , *'*«*- «**• 






January 28, 1970 






In response to the Inquiries in your communication 
of January 22nd, information in our flies must be main taine d as 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice. I hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have 
information in our flies relating to the National Council of Churches. 
I can assure you, however, that I have not made any statements 
regarding this organization. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 




NOTE: The National Council of Churches is well known to the Bureau. 
The enclosed brochure states, *'J . Edgar Boover has exonerated the 
NCC completely when (w estjone^oncernlnp this organization.*' Bufiles 
Tsliar — - show record 
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January 30, 1070 
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j^tassasasas 1 

. > 4 ^ «mmi It ii 



V.T>ile I would U*e tobe rftLdv'.ie 

*• o{ hclp toyoulBthls W, ' JCC ' 



Sincerely yours. 



J. L^S 3 * ^ oOVCT 



DTE: BuHles 

le Church League of America nas » 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director of the FBI 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear 8ir, 



TM® is my first letter to you and I am ashamed of H*a» 
Out even so, my confidence in your work has been strong through the 
years, and we, my husband St I, feel you have done everything in your 
power to protect us from our common enemies. Thank you. 



In the mail today we received a most disturbing report 
S* rom the ’•Church League of America*' concerning the support the 
Rational Council of Churc hes is giving subversive groups in the U. 8 
and how it is this group which is bowing the knee to the demands of 
the subversives. We know in general that the NCC has long departed 
from New Testament Christianity and principles and has been a target 

of our "enemy. " but are shocked to learn to what extent this union has 
gone. 



The League has asked us on the other side to sign frame. 
«ddre*s etc) a PETITION protesting tee political activities at tee N.C.C, 
and to end Its false claims they represent 40 mil. church people. 




P 

*:'i 



* My ^ ue8tion is H even safe to sign anything by name 

to the N.C.C. under these circumstances? Will it do*any good? 

Thank you for listening. We do want to do what we should 
to protect our country, churches and future generations from the blight 
of Communism. / 



r 



*C ftlnf 



Sincerely concerned 





THUS COPT 
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January 27, 1970 
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tareaponne to the laqulrlea la your co mmunication 
tt January *lat, Information la oar fllaa moat be maintain ed aa 
eoafldaatui la accordance «ttb regulationa of the Department of 
/aatlee. I tope you will not Infer either that *e do or do not km 
laformatlOB la oar file* relating to the National Council of Chorchea 
or the World Council of Ckirehaa. I regret I cannot be of ...I-.—,. 
to you la thl# lasUnci. ^ 



MAILED 21 

JAN 2 7 1970 

■jOjlljjll 



•lacertly youre, 

m 

I. Edgar Hoof* 



; ^respondent cannot be Identified in BnfUea. The 

^-Kto o ^£ , s^“ ,, worw °r M * <*•«*• 
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/Q HU K C H LEAGUE OF AMERICA 

-** WORTH PHOSPCCT STRCCT . WHEATON. ILLINOIS SOIS7 

January 10 , 1970 

Fallow American: # * > 

Did you know that the National Council of Churchei mav ha «Tf— 
your name - and your local church contribution* -- to hJlJVJJJoft 
and pay for hundred, of ultra-liberal political activ?tils? 

Sound shocking? Unfortunately it is all too true. 

Since it was founded, the -social reformer*" who head uo the 

• £Sir " eU, - J " t0 — k «- 

,,ji" :’*«• * c * , " r * 1 tb H 

Lives • year » it i this Board •• a sere handful nf a « 

say. that you and 42 , 000.000 million other Americans *?.!* ^ * 

2 ) vlTt 2 ;!*r? 4 lpl ? matle ^ eeo * nltion of Communist Cuba 
ij „* nt ? ed Chln * * entrance into the U.N. 

f? -* nted to ,to P **>• installation of the Safeguard ABM missile 
^ grape F * trik* r * d * C * * Iafcor or t*niser, Cesar Chaves and the 

ei^*i 1On !!^ 0Unc11 offlcU1 » *oW Congress that you opposed leaisla- 

ii!?4 P I r T/I tln ! prayer lB P° bllc aahools. They siid you wanted to 

comoulsorv * * he *f vor * law * *** ,icb *Uows states to prohibit 

compulsory unionism if they want to. 9 11 

,*°J‘ 0 f J' h * KC off,cl *** u * n ' »«« .duc.tlen t. u ,ht in tk. public 

^rt.l^ 2 .T* nt u £< ’T PUU l ry »f PnMll «k»l cMIdr.r».y 

from their local schools. The National Council also gives aid end * 
coafsrt to Other Itker.l «tr«l.t. like p.ther Solrt tt. eotEfle 
»r‘**t oho goee .round huru In, dr.ft board r««di. ° Uc 

i 

-ner ? h0 ^ ‘I* of these officials? Who pays for their 



continued. 
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JfeJSoS* z*n&j?j$pz£i ? 

tk. al.ctloa .( black official, la "tar^at *“ ‘° fI “°“ * 

dalUr! **' th * * u4 *« t for th * »*«•"*> c ***l «< « fflg gga 14. B in.-. 

•tjr laadar. Jam Foraaan. Foraaaa domd.d a.fT^ !* ky raaolatlaa- 



^ ^ vfcite Christians and Jtvs are not trilling •>*% . 

S' ~ ? u *•«-• ^ ~ «• 

^.’aryirss :.* wUh — - 

a«d T lIv2lI! r !!L L “ f !I! °5 A * e ' lca 11 composed of « distinguished group of clerav 

jsj. S fixtrofiS ^.rj ss. 

• « pedal ly thrMgh the pulpit, seminary and church publication*. 

'"•founded m Chicago, in 1937. it va. decided to aet up a 
In raafhl! fJI • Mlyt ‘ e * 1 Vocational foundation for the purpose of gathelin* 
I«t^;;!L. nC * °° k ~ *' ,,n f °"» aubvartla, «1U1~. »i S«"SLl 

all^ir’c^J;?; ^ tth ~;* ««arab library «f our Uag«. attr«ta aeholar. fro. 

Jlir^^rTSuaia 0 .*”**” ^u^at.” 

actlrttuH r .f e i e '^ tnt • tkrau^. our Waaarch ataff all tha 

- — »• -•■s a^tissKSia.’isrs 

- ZZrs.'iszz, tswi- z'ss.'ciru-^rr” ■— 

fhe^facade o^Mlit^^Ld^illltili 2* 1 !?'** 8 * * l#ft4#t * rou P operating behind 
church and Itatc. ** * ^ violating the historic principle of separation of 

■sra*# how you can help. 
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i. f ,°: sr ••• «•» **.'— -» 1* .. ■< 

miu« 10 Rotest m mmJi AcJmmVfc & Sn^cS^S^ScS. 

«*«• „* TV th.t ■lllloni »t ch»“h»iS u«Sf li-Tfi* !5* th.a.tloo '• p.„. 
National Council of Church*.. * g l *y** n «“* «l»rgy ora opposed to the. 

. We "*•* **P«nd our speakers ' bureau — out mar* M »v . ' 

thousand* of local churches to tall the trJth Ibl!t^h.^r?* 1°** * 1,ltln « 

«-*>»t.l, .f tSTuS I. dilJT ° f * heM »* # » U "* 

.f T"*'* -* "*“>••! >».*»*. 

Oroadot. .. .v.ry^e.in^. Xj«S d w!^*!*"* «* «*•»* «r 

the thousands of new requests from lavnln ml* ? \ researcher* to handle 

tk. nee their * rB ' k * ck * rou ~ i -««ui « 

f 

Every Aaerican - no natter what religious faith — nust help. 

•aptiat t Co^ention U denomination r are 1 pushine*f^* t * ,0 ^h C ^ UrCh * nd th * Kouth «r» 

perhaps 60.000.000 Americans into th^capf HCC * j" 1 ?* 

No you want the BCC to "cl.i. to speak" fir lOO^ON tl-B ' 

country**! 1 1 ^he lp?**! f Jo^pi^ Sj !toninir^inrT^T ,, * d * b0Ut hl * 
Church league of America a . 4 lonal Council of Churchea, then send the 

♦50. *25. C “ trlbUtt °"' *" “W *>.000. *500. *250. »li£ 

t* 2i"fu/JSi*S|; tuht C n2l2« k J^ 12" l> !-i“ l>ly yw tttftw - 

contribution is fully tax-deduc tibia. remember: Your 
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me*/ jouri! 
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Major Edgar C. Bundy 
Executive Secretary 
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i'rtn 2 , kSki« r ^JV , " d “ * ,i5 ;°° ««»»•«« « 

political activities. Churches which fully documents their 



F.P.S. 



If you want sore pledge cards for 
•• and 1*11 send aiorc to you. 



your friends and neighbors, please writ* 








/i)J - wrtf.jf ?%***• mo 




•coined to J!n^SSi:iSlSZ « “"““on 

2?J3E?S T52SS * tSSSfSLr 

0f Chnrehe «- * '«'« I cannot be of <WU 

«“»!•» which ?££■&* bT«?U“S{"L # ^. , “!? 1 “«•« «f earn- 
•Iretofr done so.TSu ^ ‘® •. U »<» «*»• hot 
^ Stu4y of Communism" and H J s<feir n ff*** er * Dwelt, w 

■»7 be available at jour teal M>rS^ ® 00 Commuai «“* " Cbpiei 

Bnecrtij joura. 



1. Edgar EoowJ 

Enclosures (3) 

t"4^If“ 1S ° f ' he New I*ft: A Gospel of Nihilism 
Dto^rtlti #5 l Jf° S * ®T The N «* *<*«lh AcHcn 

Wrwfor o.tesj'mooy 4-17-69 re Communist. Hoctol end Extremis, Groops 
NOTE: There ls*io record of correspondent to Boflles. 
i>MW:mrna (3) . 
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Washington D. C. , 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

1 Wt.b u, write only briefly to e.k . f. vor of ^ , , n . ^ 
American Citinen. nnd I am a Preacher of the Ooepel. Within 
both field. I have had rea.on for moch concern. My concern ha. 
centered around the Communiet threat to our nation ond our faith. 
1 would like to know what your record, .how concerning the 
Common!.. ... of religion. I. there a report that you bay. made 
concerning thi, m,tter7 My thought.'*.,, centered upon the 
lyational Cou ncil of Church., of America . To what extent ha. thi. 
org.nle.tion been toflltr.ted - what doe. your record, .how con- 
cerning thi. matter. Bo you know the number of clergymen who 
are <TUiat.d with Comment. t Front organlxation.? .What about 
our .chooi. of religion? Any report, that yon have written upo n 
the.e .object. I would appreciate being able to read them. Bu 
my alncere de.ire nnd aim/hiform people about the danger, of 
Communfm (and Ml evil, of our day) and direct them to the Bible 
a. the nnawer to the.e evil.. (Prov. 14^P. *°f 



... .1 truely appreciate your answer to this query. 

Sincerely yours. 



SI JAN 86 1 






-THE CHueCHCS or chuibt salute 

WOMANS tails 








January *2, 1970 
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With respect to poor communication received on 
January 19th, information contained in our files must be main- 
tained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the 
Department of Justice. Please do not infer either that we do or 
do not have data in our flies relating to the National Council of 
Churches. I regret I cannot be of help to you. 



* m «22J97D 

— ss**?* 



Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 






NOTE: The National Council of Churches is well known to the 
Bureau. Bufiles contain no information identifiable with 



correspondent. 
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TRUE COPY 



Dear Sir, 

^ would like to have information concerning any 
officials of thW frattonal Council of Churchs and their affiliation 
with the Communist party either herein U.S. or other countries. 










Kfi-U 



lCO''SVX(*<j~ P 6 ^ 



10 JAN 26 1970 






true copy 
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January 16, 1670 
AIRMAIL 




must be maintained as confidential In accordance with regula- 




tions of the Department of Justice. I hope you will not Infer 
either that we do or do not have material In our files relating 
to the National Council of Churches . 

Sincerely you re, 

jgaptgoof* 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
Ber enclosure Is a stamped, self-addressed envelope which Is being 
utilized in this reply. 







January 6, 1970 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

to “ y atte *tlon that our church nay 
IS*? Council j>f_.Churches, and I was informed 

that the National Council of Churches has communistic 

wSSl^S'.m w f uld greatly appreciate any information you 
would be able to give me regarding this. 

tlf f? e f e toow n communists as leaders In the organization?? 
Are monies received used to promote communistic activities?? 

Th^ e ySS? l0Se<3 ® Belf ' addressed env elope for your convenience 

Very truly yours 



r 

Enclosure 
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V JAN 19 B7D 
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January 15, 197C 



/*-' ' £ 0 ? C,1~l7 C ° 



Dear 




Tour letter was received on January 13th. 




fci response to your inquiry. Information In our 
files must be maintained as confidential In accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice. Please do not Infer 
either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to 
the*Kational Council of Churches. I regret I cannot be of help 



Sincerely yours, 
7 . Edgar Hoover 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent 
The National Council of Churches Is well known to the Bureau. 
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J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.L 

Washington, D. C. 20000 
Dear Mr. Hoover 



I would like any information or l ^er a tu i r^ you 
could send me, about The National Council of Churches. Our 
church wants to make a study on the Pro, and con of the N.C.C. 



appreciated. 



So any thing you could send would be greatly 



Thanks. 



8incerely 




am 
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»' with respect to jour letter of January 4th, Information 



i 



Contained In our files must be maintained as confidential In accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice. Please do not Infer 
either that we do or do not hare data In our flies relating to the National 
Council of Churches. *1 regret I cannot be of help to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

ft 

j t gjgg Boost 



MAILED 24 

JAK-91970 



COWMFBI 






" « 5 *>/>•, 3 

NOTE: Buttles reveal prior cordial correspondence wlttJUHH^ 
’r£ast outgoing, 5/26/58, concerning an article he forwarded on the topic 
of Christianity vs. communism. * ;N 
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TRUE COPY 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

O l>ear Sir I would like some information about the 

National Councal of Churches. 



When they want to admit Red China to the U. N. , 
pull the troops out of Vit Nam, serve liquor in the home to kids, 
and help the draft dodgers. Are they Communistic? 
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Jan inry t, 1910 

/cf? 



Za reply to the Inquiries la your letter which I received 
on January 5th, information in oar files matt be maintained as confi- 
dential in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. 

I hope you will not Infer cither that we do or do not have data In oar 
files relating to the National Council of Churches. 

Sincerely years, 

OOT» 

The National Council of Churches Is well known to the Bure an. 
Oar files contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 



MAILED 24 

JAI.-7 te'/G 



COMM-FBl 



NOTE: 






Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington D.C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I an concerned about the resolution 

o 

passed by the national Council of Churches on Dec. 



5th 1969 wherein they proposed to give assistance 
to military deserters and draft evaders. 

Various publications and pamplets 
over a period of tine have indicated their actions 
have Communist leanings. I would appreciate your 
advising your opinion of the national Council of 
Churches and if possible give sie specific examples 



of actions that Indicate | 

Should you 



eference on ne be- 



fore supplying such infonnation please contact 



Congressman John Dellenback of Oregon. * 

I would appreciate an early Apiy«y 



\«k l~r^L 

cm& iocs 










January 7, 1970 
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With respect to your letter o f December 29th 
and the enclosed material. Information contained In our flies 
must be maintained as confidential In accordance with regu- 
lations of the Department of Justice. Please do not Infer 
•ither that we do or do not have data in our flies relating to 
the National Council of Churches. 

X certainly appreciate your generous comments 
concerning my direct! cm of the FBI and I am grateful for your 
espression of best wishes. I regret I cannot be of help to you 
In this matter. 



* 

Sincerely yours. 



J. Edg ar Boot* 



MAILED 24 

JAN • 7 is"/ J 



COM! 



J*OTE: Bufiles reveal correspondent was an unsuccessful Bureau 
applicant due to his draft status in 1942. Be has written on a 



number of occasions offering information. Enclosed were a psnophlet, 
^jpPdward Spiritual Benewal," and a reprint of an article critical of the 

- jrhich Is well known to the 







Mr. J. Edgar Heaver 
Washington, D.C. 

My dear Mr. Beavers 







Mr. Oak. 

Mr. Bawi 

Mr. Snllim | 

Mr. IM 




Mis* Cud;. 



( Through the years I have bean a constant admirer af yam, 
and have bean with yon in your efforts to save America. 

I have read and awn your book, Masters af Deceit. 

I Enclosed is an article by a^Eatriat and Christian van 
I shewing bow the Comannistia- iyational Council af Churches 
I has gone slang with every thing the Coxal es want. 

t il so, anelased is a little baaklet put out by a branch 
of the Methodist Church* On page 20 you will find where 
the writer sayr "The spirit ofCapitalisa nust be destroyed. * 

A'rednt article la Christianity Today told af their 
polling of 10, 000 pratestant preachers an three questions. 
Eight-seven percent of the Methodist preachers said the 
Bible was not divine. Fifty one percent af the same preacher 
eouldn*t accept the doctrine that Christ was born of a 
Virgin. Fifty-two percent said He didn't physically arise 
from the grave. So you can sea haw the Commies through 
-Barry Ward in the national Connell of Churehes has* done 
■^^narvelous job af killing Gad and crucifying Christ 
a thousand timer Mara. 
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I wish it were passible far you to tell the nation In 
a televised speech haw the national Council of Chureher 
is destroying Gad in America. However, such falling away 
from God is the prophecy of what will happen In the latter 
days. 

Wishing you many years af your patriotic Ufa and great 
work, 1 aa 






Sincerely yours, 



« 

a- 







JAN 8 WO 
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Toward 

Spiritual Renewal 

Tke Individual, Ik Family, ik Church 

No other foundation can anyone lay than that wh i ch 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Let each man take con 
how he builds upon it .— 1 Corinthians 8:11, 10 

No one can responsibly deny the crucial nature oi 
our time*. There are several cysicma of atomic an- 
nihilation already at hand. We are oianufacturiim 
pilotless planet to carry dctiruction by meant of fenn 
or diemical warfare. The small may t*Mm 

powew atomic weapout with a high probability of 
their early ute. In the meantime we suffer ininml 
paralysis of will to cope cdcctively with our situation 
while all the time moral rot is eating away the ton^i i- 
tions of our civilization. 

We need the church to lead us toward spiritual 
renewal, but 6m the church must itself experience 
a new Peutecust. As early as Paul's time, as shown by 
First Corinthians 16, Pentecost was a day on the 
church calendar. Today we n*ed to put it once more 
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at a foremost place not only in our church calendar 
but in our total Uvea Pentecost tramlornu all of life. 
Fmph as is on the Spirit in salvation and 
apart Ink# man's total life in society and nature be- 
comes false pietism. We can use our heritage to make 
holy history for today if we take with full seriousness 
God's invitation to f*" 111 * 1 renewal. 

I 

Through the Individual 

Our text afirtns that the foundation for nw h re- 
newal it laid once for all in Jews Christ, but that wd i 
person must continually take care how he builds on 
it. Sp i rit ua l renewal can come only as individual mem- 
bers of the church become renewed. 

In our home where my wife is a Yankee and I'aui 
Swedish born there it a saying, "Don't be a Swedel" 
Af y wife; generalising, 1 am sure, on too smaU a basis 
for judgment, has the idea that Swedes take »h«np 
pertooaUy. Be that as it may. 1 want each of you to 
take your religion personally. You can join me in 
the M es s ed privilege, not of being Swedish, but of tak- 
ing your C h ristia n faith personally. 

Augu s ti ne spoke of God as caring for all as though 
they were each one and as caring for each one as 
though ‘he were alL Whitehead defined religion as 
what each individual docs with his own 
The Negro spiritual we all know: "It's me. it's me, O 
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Lord, standing in the need of prayer." There is no 
divided responsibility in faith. Each per so n must take 
care how he builds on the one and only tm.iufa. 11 ^ . 
for spiritual renewal comes through »>■« 

Will you. then, take trust personally? Will you 
M<^p trying to b e come good and let God remake you? 
Will you give the Holy Spirit a chance? 
kills the church. It quenches the Spirit. The early 
Methodists, for instance, feared "salvation by works" 
like the plague. To depend on works is to court self- 
rjghteousucss and to Mock spiritual renewal 
Christ is the only foundation. We build in trust 
because of the grace of God. If the church is to ex- 
perience renewal it must regain the vision and ex- 
perience of Cod’s pat*. We used to sing; 

Alluring grace! how sweet the 
That, saved a wretch like mel 

I once was lost, but now am found. 

Was Mind, but now 1 see. 

Twas grace that taught my heart to fear. 

And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 
The hour 1 first believed! 

Whatever Uioruomiiigs John Newtuu's tile had, in this 
hymn he has struck the bedrock of rhriu^ n experi- 
ence; the grace of God in Christ. 
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When you ukc trust personally Cod changes your 
life by his grace, but more than that, you become a 
for spiritual renewal. This world it like a 
human body where all the cells are interrelated. Push 
the hypodermic needle in the arm and the blood st ream 
carries the toxin-antitoxin to heal the diphtheria 
throat. The whole world is related through God's 
presence in creation in such a way that every part is 
related to all the rest. 

1 should like to repeat Teilhard de Chardin's word 
of hope on this point, namely, that "immensity repre- 
sents the action common to all atoms. The volume 
of each of them is the volume of the universe. The 
atom is no longer the microscopic, cl os e d world we 
have imagined to ourselves. It is the i n fi n itesi m al 
center of tlte world itself." 

So it is. The problem of affecting the world, there- 
fore. is not a matter of time and space so much as the 
quality of the life we live. 

What matters most is the kind of faith we have. 
When we open up heedlessly in full trust to the grace 
of God for spiritual renewal, there is no limit to what 
God can do through us to change the world. "God 
is able to make all grace to abound" not only to us 
but just as much through us for spiritual renewal. 

Will you also take prayer personally? Stop saying 
prayers and begin to pray. Saying prayers is second- 
hand praying. When you pray your whole being relies 
iu God and within that relationship the Holy Spirit 
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prompts your payer. Prayer is the full acceptance of 
God’s will. It is losing one’s life to find it in God. 
It is creative passivity. It is finding the power to be- 
long to true community and to live in line with our 
destiny. 

Prayer it at the same time our identification with 
the whole world. It is our unreserved involvement in 
the world’s problems and pains, its hopes and attain- 
ments for iu inclusive and concrete good. Prayer is our 
participation in the world's life at iu center where 
decisions are made and where the results m u s t be 
met. The praying person becomes a link between God 
and man. God’s channel through our freedom where 
his grace can flow into the world’s fulfil lmen t. 

Prayer is basically our resting in Cod. God’s rest 
stimulates the world’s wurk. God's silence speaks po- 
tently in the midst of the world's shouting. God’s 
quiet Spirit writes the most constraining letters. We 
have tried too long to live without prayer, to work 
without payer, to rest without prayer. Prayer is the 
I tower of God’s presence for the world in the m idst 
of iu turmoils, dissolving false tensions and creating 
constructive endeavor. Try prayer through trust. God 
will not fail you. 

Will you also take witnessing personally? Try to 
wiuteu by your own struggle and meet your own 
defeat. Try to witness by trusting and what you be- 
come will thunder God's presence. Christ c lai me d to 
lie the truth. He linked truth with a way and • life. 
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Tty walking in the way of inut aud living within 
U»e reality of prayer and you wUI find that Cod’, 
pmence in you cannot be hid. Your heart will be 
lull uf Cod’s pretence and you cannot help both doing 
■nd speaking the truth. 

Bishop James A. Pike has written a book. Doing 
the Truth. Truth is doing. But it is a matter of doing 
only if it is prompted by Cod’s being in us. When 
Cod is in us our a ct io n s conform to Christian stand* 
wds. C hr is t ia n life is a matter of eha ry t fr bu t ^ 

moved by concern. Christian “doing the 
truth* is c on du ct motivated by 
Christ's truth is character in the service of couh 
“unity. Unleu we live according to Chr i^fa n p r j n . 
dples we shall neither be nor do the truth, but Chris* 
uan principles are love’s directives in uniim;^ pp ^ 
neu to the joys and sorrows of others. 

Wlicn witnessing is first by being and then by doing, 
our saying also becomes genuine. Then our words 
stop being empty and false. Then our whole selves 
speak and our neighbors are truly addr e s se d. The 
world has stopped listening because most speech is . 
self-protective and self-promoting. The world's words 
center in the self no matter how much that self may 
Iben pretend interest in others. 

When we speak in the words giveo by the Holy 
Spirit we speak in the demonstration of the authen- 
ticity that results from a full union of lieiitg. doing, 
ud sp o ki n g the truth. WUI you stop letting the 
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preacher be the only constant witness — and «»»-« til 
too often from a safe pulpit and hid behind 
garb? WUI you in the ordinary ways of life hod a way 
of .letting Cod witnew through you. even through your 
failures, even through your stuticritm a n d stasamcriM 
his truth? ” 

Spiritual renewal can come only when an aroused 
laity wUI be come Cod’s medium for wit* 

nessing to tbe reality and relevance of the Gospel The 
Gospel alone fuUy fits the world’s needs. 

U 

Through she FamUy 

Spiritual renewal must also come through the Chris- 
tian family. Let each family see how it HttH i on the 
only foundation for spiritual renewal, even Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God’s love. The family obviously 
cannot take the place of any person. In God’s wisdom 
no person or group can lake the place of auyooe else. 
Salvation is both corporate and persona l, But the 
family occupies a place of peculiar in 

Cod’s dispensation, standing as it docs between tbe in- 
dividual person and the inclusive fellowship of the 
church. Tlte family u God’s intensive mn il f of 
niuniiy where the ultimate and the intimate meet 
The family i« the world in miniature. In the family 
come together man’s main concerns. The «p* rhn l 
aud the social the economic and the amm 
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»ure» ami functions of the family resemble, on a small 
, Kale; the prob lem * ol the wwid. 1'lie family is ilie 
fatuug ground for life in the large. Whoever can solve 
his problems genuinely witbiu the family will sel d om 
fail in the world. Whatever family can its 

overcoming of the world within itself the most 
fully help that world. 

Peculiarly enough, the family is a unity 

of human c o m m u nity. Its forms may vary hut its 
, intimate n a t u r e and functiun in human society re* 
main the same. Man's general community in human 
history has changed from early tribal relations to 
modern man's ronic i o t u n en of world responsibility. 
Wider and wider has grown the human community 
in history. But the family hate has secured man's 
permanence of relationships. Cod has a pur* 

pose for the family. 

We are all born in a family and reared in a family. 
Our affections are colored for life within our family 
j living. To change tlse world- we must change the 

. lauiily. Without tltange at the center of life’s begin- 

ning and grow ill there will be no effective change 
anywhere else. Our mothers are tlse most strategic 
people for letting Cod’s new age come. Don’t ever 
say, “I’m only a housewife.” No, homemaker. No, 
ipuch more, you are the mother of humanity. 

For Cod to become real and for spiritual renewal 
; to go deep we need parents who cate enough for their 

children to put first things first. To live for Cod and 



the world in the family by living for each member of 
the family, and for the family as a community, is 
life’s central task. The inner circle of human com- 
munity is coustantly the family. Change the family 
and we change the world. Win the family for Christ 
and the world will find him, too. 

The family judges us most searchingty, hut it is 
alto the place where we can become the most effective. 
It is impossible to Cool the family. You may be a hero 
to m ultitudes and looked down on by your own 
family. They may know you are sham. Or you may he 
a m onste r to coun tlcst peo p le through false propa- 
ganda, while your own family who knows you lows 
and admires you. Will you become genuine in your 
spiritual renewal in the face of your family! 

I remember attending the funeral of one of 
America’s spiritual leaders. In the family car follow- 
ing the hearse an i m po r ta n t guest was tactless enough 
to ask a teeo-age daughter of the dtcrssed whether 
lier father at home was really such a saint as he was 
hailed. Without hesitation, in a painful hour of her 
life, she replied tenderly, "He was no more than 
average.*' Our children know us mote deeply than our 
reputation, be it good or bad! 

Over and over again 1 keep repeating to myself 
the saying reported to me of a sociologist to the effect 
that two or three genuinely committed people could 
change a church. Jesus said that where two or three 
are gathered in his name he himself will he in their 
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midst. What cannot a family do if it becomes pos- 
sessed through and through by the Holy Spiritl We 
«*iu»ot control the world. Can the family be per 
suaded to make completely central to iu life this task 
of spiritual renewal? Will you take the s pirit ual dare 
awl try changing your church by making it your 
priority as a family through trust, prayer, and witness? 

Cod's judgment and Cod's grace can combine in 
your family to produce an inaugurated eschatology. 
By this I mean a fragment of the fulfilled future Cod 
came in Christ to create a new community to the end 
of the world and to the end of time. He can do an 
unbelievable job in your family if you let him. 

I feel myself both more judged and mote rewarded 
by Cod s grace in the family than anywhere else. I aiu 
not worthy of the kind of family I have received. But 
one thing 1 know. If I had lived Cod's love more 
*n»»*ingly and more genuinely there is no limit to 
what Cod could have done in such a family as mine. 
More and more I acknowledge Cod's reality and in- 
««tngly at the same time 1 confess my own failure. 
Will you join me in making the priority of family life 
the spiritual renewal of the church? 

, 0ur is with spiritual renewal. The family 

must take its full part in this concern. It can do to 
only within the grace of Cod. Only the family mining 

grace of Cod can play iu part in the renewal of 
the church. It must be a worshiping family. Family 
wsfdup for me is high celebration. In the family in 
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which I was brought up the worship of Cod was 
central, kly parents perhaps had many but 

they never failed us in the seriousness with *Ak k thev 
took family worship. ^ 

In our own experience as a family we have lived 
mound the family altar. How good it is to start the 
day together singing great Christian hymnn readiiw 
the Bible together, and praying aloud, one and all. 

for Cod's will in the world and for the meeting of onr 

own needs in Cod’s way. 

- .Will you join us in building a family altar, fm l. 
if you have one. in puttii* more fuel on the fire? 
Begin where you arc. Make a church in your own 
bouse. That is b ihl t f al. If you all pray aloud, 

why not begin with using The Upper Room or some 
other daily devotional guide. Read and shm and 
prsy as you can and as you grow. 

If you make such family warship life's primary 
appointment you will find life iu the family trans- 
formed by iu Of course, the children like to sleep oo 
Saturday mornings or when they are home from school 
or college on vacation. If the prayers are teal, how- 
ever. they will rejoice in a family tha t thinks 
of its worship to get them up far iu Don't be in- 
flexible, of courses prove sometimes that you are 
not legalistic about it. Don't let devotions degenerate 
to a duty. How you carry on such worship drntmlt 
on you. but you can’t help the famil y mem than by 
making its worship central. 
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Worship together depend* on die Micngib of your 
personal prayer life. You cannot rest your persooal 
prayer life on that of the family. Will you learn to 
pray faithfully for the oilier m ember * of the family? 
In prayer you enter imaginatively into their live*; 
you pray (or grace to let them live their own live* 
in fellowship, you grope for ways of helping them 
without intruding in their lives. 

What a difference such praying for the other mem- 
bo* of the family makesl How significantly you 
enter into their lives. How willingly you let them 
alone to grow and learn when that is best for them. 
How the problems and projects of each be co m es a 
family concern. 

No one lives lonely any more. How easily all mem- 
bos of the family can share their joys in a circle of 
primary support and not of primary co m p e tition. 
The deepest drives of life can find discipline and 
within family living if each member is con- 
tinually supported by common prayers and individual 
prayers in humble acceptance and concern for each 
and all. 

The family can be an unparalleled gift from Cod. 

If the world passes you by or hum you in your deepest 

longings, you are still buoyed up and st e adi e d by 
family love. The Christian family lives for God's will 
in the whole world as it enters into God's love for 
his whole family of man. The local Christian family 
part of the church family without bou n da r i es . 
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and bavins turned toward Cod. it turns bach by his 
grace to (ace with arm* wide open the needs of the 
neighborhood and of the world. Family prayers range 
from God to all the wurhl ami down to the smallest 
immediate need. 

What matters the most is where your treasure is. 
If your treasure is steadily God’s longing 

(or his whole world, your family lift be- 
comes lifted and led to that cn di If you are to take 
your task of spiritual renewal with full senmnnrst. * 
you nuut make decisive the spiritual renewal of your 
owo family- 

Will you let God renew bit church and help to turn 
world history ^ m “| h your family? Don't keep the 
Father waiting. Blest him now by your firm and fast, 
ing d eris io n . 



Ill 

Through the Church 

Hut personal and family renewal are not enough. 
We are * p^A»»g of spiritual renewal in C hri stia n 
terms. This means the renewal of Cod'* peopl e , o* 
the church, of Christ's body. Spiritual renewal involves 
p...ing Christ be Lord. He must become the elective 
head of the church. Our aim is to renew the church 
of God and through it to oder the world a new chance 
lor civilisation. 

When Cod renew* his people he makes them tee 
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what the true nature of the church is. The church 
it founded on Christ. Our teat is plain: there is no 
other foundation on which to build. The only founda- 
tion is Christ and Christ is nothing less Uian Cod's 
presence on earth ut human form. Christ is Cod 
incarnate. Christ is the Word made flesh. 

The church is likewise Cod's presence on earth in 
the Christian community. The church is not primarily 
sociologi c al hut th eo logi c al. It is not only Cod’s work 
hut his presence; it is not only his representative but 
his own dwelling among men. To be sure, the church 
does not have the same power over sin tliat Jesus did. 
How utterly far the church falls short of the glory of 
Codl Christ was in Jesus pre-eminently and organi- 
cally. But u n l e w God is the head of the church there 
is no church, lor Christ alone can be the head of the 
church, and Christ is God’s presence' on earth. 

'! Jesus Christ by being Cod’s holy love on earth 

founded the church. Jesus Christ by teaching Cod’s 
unlimited, outgoing love .founded the church. Jesus 
, Christ by establishing a community within his love 

and through the power of the rcaunrcctiun founded 
UlC 

He gathered a human community, a group of ful- 
; lowers, a band of wandering disciples, but nothing 

J , could withstand the community where all had the 
■ I same care for one another and where the whole com- 

munity preached the Gospel to the ends of the world. 
Jesus Christ is the head of the church because God’s 
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presence found power in turn for the open, inclu- 
sive, concerned community. The Christian church is 
die community of Cod’s cvcr-faithful love living for 
the whole world and to the end of earthly time. 

The head of the church is Christ, la the body Cod 
works through die Holy Spirit. Christ is the unity of 
Cod’s love above and for the church. The Holy 
Spirit is the diversity of Cod’s love in the unity of 
the common body. Thus Cod comet into the church 
both through Christ the head and through the Holy 
Spirit, his corporate presence. The church was founded 
on Pentecost by the pretence and power of the Holy 
. Spirit. The dis c iples waited in Jerusalem for the re- 
turn of their Lord. He came at head of the church to 
his body, the church, by the reality and work of the 
Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit guided the original church and 
made it grow. God gave the increase. Therefore the 
early church celebrated Pentecost. Neither Christmas 
nor Easter it mentioned as such in the New Testament. 
They came to be celebrated a good deal later, but 
already in First Corinthians 16, as we saw, Pentecost 
is mentioned as a date on the calendar. Please ponder 
this fact. Relive it. 

We dial! have no renewal of the church till we de- 
clare Christ to be Lord, but we can do so only in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. What is lacking today is the 
reality and power of the Holy Spirit. We shall not 
have spiritual renewal until we, tout wait in prayer 
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for our Lord. When he comes he will couie with 
Pentecost, with his glorious power in the church testi- 
lying to the head of the church, the living Christ. 

All talk about Christ is the mumbling of cliches 
until the Holy Spirit possess us and use us. Let us wait 
in trust for the Holy Spirit to create us a community 
of grace. Let us trait in trust for the Holy Spirit to 
empower us in life and teaching. Let the Word and 
Sacrament be no longer rites to dull Use Spirit but 
celebrations of the living Christ within the presence 
and power of the Holy Spirit. 

1 have a concrete suggestion to this end. We must 
restore coreChristianity, through intimate life and 
worship In small groups. A peculiarly powerful his- 
torical case in hand is the original Methodist Class 
Meeting- The power of yesterday’s church was the 
prayer meeting. It was the thermometer of the life 
of the church. But many modern changes in life have 
killed the prayer meeting. To some extent the death 
of the prayer meeting signifies the death of viul 
personal faith sufficiently general to sustain such an 
act of regular worship. From another angle our 
khowledge of psychology and our changed sociological 
conditions have caused the demise of the prayer meet- 
ing- Mom of us believe it can hardly be revived for 
our churches in iu original form. 

, Nevertheless we need tlie more intimate form and 
power of the faith. How can we get it? Some try study 
groups some d isc uss i o n groups some social gatherings, 
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tome prayer partners. The Methodist Class Meeting 
com bined the need for small groups in worships in 
prayer, in study, in dis c ipline, and in confettlon, For 
a few glorious m ont h s 1 participated in such a group 
in England among Methodists with a Primitive Meth- 
odist background. In it I knew the warmth of intimate 
fellowship^ the openness of fonffiiitm, the sctiousnCM 
of worships and the diligence of study. I believe that 
die class meeting can be re-created to meet our modern 
co n ditions and that through it Cod can create both 
depth and intensity of spiritual renewal. 

The church cannot he the church, however, without 
experiencing concern for the world. It is called so 
preach the Gospel to the world, to evangelise it. It is 
also malted to WKh the world the truth of 
to educate it. With equal insistence it is also called 
to be socially responsible. 

The church is in, but not of, the world. Therefore 
it has light and leaven to offer the world. The church 
is not the world, but lives by the grace of Cod a new 
creation. As such it offers salt to the world. The church 
is called to preserve what is good, to illutuiue what is 
evil, and to change the world by the iotcrpenctratioo 
of iu healing presence. 

Such responsibility for the world in all its social, 
economic, and political problems is not the heart of 
the Gospel but it belongs to the very heartbeat of the 
Gospel. The heart of the Gospel is God’s cvcr-faithful 
and inclusive love in Christ, but such love has no 

Iff 
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weaning unleu it expresses itaell to those in need 
everywhere and of every kind. 

In our world today the church that hat nothing to 
ofier a world in peril of immediate destr uction no 
Cetpel. The church that does not care about God's 
creatures and creation itself is not Christian. The 
church without a Gospel for society is simply «ham 
We must destroy war or war will destroy us. A new 
inclusive kind of community cam e in it is 

our only alternative to deterioration and destruction. 
Let the inclusive human society inclusively 

concerned, usi n g only such police power as is a ecu - 
sary within iu inclusive couuuuuity. We have war 
with us yet because the Church has failed iu mission. 
It has falsely detached souls from society. It has iso- 
lated spirit from body. 

| W* must work now (or an inclusively effective 
I world organization of power. We need world law and 
I world rule, kf ilitarisiu mint die. It may not do so pn til 
/ we kill the spirit of capiialisiuj^We need to destroy 
I — greed-and~corruprio n in pu ffltt l A sun to that end 
W^D the use of properly more inclusively both within 
our nation and to the ends of the world. What that 
will involve politically I do not know and care only 
secondarily. If we have the need of all the people and 
of the whole world on our Christian hearts, God will 
guide us into the proper working out of the problem* 
of order. 

We do not want atheistic Marxism, it is 
20 



a giant of power and of unimagined growth. What 
have we to oier? Atom bombs will not keep bach an 
aroused humanity. Let us answer with creative con- 
cern to do away with oppressive militarism and ex- 
ploitive property relations, and release the world's 
goods for the world's people in faith and freedom. 
We must kill war, the killer of mankind. 

We mutt destroy racialism as well. We have made 
a beginning. A Methodist minister walks with a Cath- 
olic prktt in New Orleans to proclaim the Gospel of 
brotherhood, risking his own little daughter to the 
hostile mobs that jeer at racial cooperation. The 
Gospel is big enough for the full job. I know no other 
power big enough for the task than God's love for 
the common good. Let the church itself wake up 
to the lateness of the hour. We face increased racial 
dcstructiveucss or the dawn of racial acceptance. 

In the ne ig h bo rh ood in which 1 live; a typical, 
comfortable upper middle-class neighborhood, four 
Negro families have recently moved in. 1 feel that 
our neigh b orhood is now more sacred because it is 
truly more human. Although the neighborhood is 
predominantly Christian, our two immediate neigh- 
bors are Jewish. Some apologize for the fan that our 
neighborhood "isn't what it used to be." A few racial 
"casuists," of course, glory in it. We simply accept 
such cultural mixing as genuinely human, rejoicing 
only in die fact that we live together not only in peace 
but in friendship. No spiritual renewal cm come 
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‘until w are c l e a nsed of prejudice and live normally 
the reality of the Coipel of God's love for all. 

If we are to find spiritual renewal our whole lives 
as p eo pl e tuust he involved. Too long have we lived 
according to secular values. We have felt and acted 
like the world. Spiritual renewal involves a dimension 
of genui nen ess in all human relations. We must dare 
to beco me fully and worthily human. The church is 
' Cod's inclusive community of creative and coopera- 
tive concern. 

The church is no moralistic in-group. It is no de- 
fensively group-centered organisation. It does not live 
by comparing itself with other groups. It lives in die 
open grace of Cod for fullness of community and 
knows a human fulfillment that is real in personal, 
family, and community relationships. 

We must get rid of conformity to the secular world. 
We nunt become transformed by the renewing of our 
minds within the perfect will of Cod for the world. 
Let there be less of the world in the church and there 
will he move of the church in the worhl. 

As we dedicate ourselves to spiritual renewal, many 
voices will warn us not to go the whole way in our 
cntfimiiment. In Second Chronicles 18 there is the 
story of the false prophets versus the true. The false 
prophets were aU conformists and conformers. They 
advised the king to do what was in his heart and Cod 
Would be with hint. The true prophet stood alone 
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demanding a drastic change of ways. The king fol- 
lowed the false. The false prophets were possessed 
with lying spirits to lead him astray. The true asked 
Cod for repentance and spiritual renewal. 

Today, similarly, 1 can oier no hope for a safe 
future. All I can my is that if we repent and reform. 
Cod can use us beyond all t h ou g h t for the salvation 
of the world. Cod it able to save. 

In First Samuel 14 Jonathan is reported to face a 
hopeless situation, but he turned the tide beca us e 
of his conviction that "nothi n g can hinder the Lord 
from saving by many or by few." 

Do you remember how Aaron, in Numbers 16, when 
the plague was spreading in the camp had to s ta n d 
between the living and the dead until the plague 
stopped? Today we are in the same situa t io n . We 
must withstand the plague of dest r uction by the 
power of spiritual renewal trusting that Cod can save 
even by the few. 

Once David numbered all the people for war, but 
he was not allowed to number the Levitca, the servants 
of God. The reason for that, said the late Methodist 
Bishop William Alfred Quayle. was that Cod was not 
counting them but c ou n ti n g on them. Cod does not 
count you, but counts on you. 

The church and the family need spiritual renewal. 
Until they are renewed the world c an n ot be changed 
toward the creative and co-operative comm u n ity that 
will usher in Cod's new age. But you are the key in 
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the family and the church. I put the ofcr of God's 
presence and power right up to you. You can be used 
beyond your every imagination to renew the spirit 
of the church. Will you decide to put your whole 
life in God’s hands to be used by him and will you 
p er s e v er e and grow in the power of the Holy Spirit? 

^ Right now we are fast h e a d ing for destru ctio n . But 

O fP with God’s help we can turn about and face a new 

day. 

Spiritual renewal is up to you. Christ help youl 
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December t9, IMS 




Boose of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 



PJ- 



n 

& 



m 



l 



deer Congressman: 

I bare received poor letter of December 22nd 
and, while I would like to be of service to poo, Information 
contained In our flies must be maintained as confidential In 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. 
Please do not Infer either that we do or do not have data In 
our files relating to the National Council of Churches. I 
regret 1 cannot be of help to pon In this Instance. 



MAILED 24 

DEC291969 

COMM-fBI 



fincerely poors, 
2. B daw Ho om 
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/-) NOTE: We have had cordial relations with Congressman Purcell 
| .jn^. (Democrat -Texas) and our last outgoing was 12/5/68 In reply to an 
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inquiry of a consUtuent of his. The National Council of Churches Is 
well known to the Bureau. 
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Congretf* ot tfie ©nfteti fetatts 

J$ott*e ot fceprrttntattotf 
CMbfogtam, O.C. 20515 
December 22, 1969 



• Mr. Teisofet 
"■ Mr. D*Lo«cj 
_| Mr. WMtC* . 

a 



Mr. Cemd — 

to. P«H 

Mr. (W* 

Mr. *owd_ 
Mr.SolHw 
Mr. Ti *»1 — 
Mr. Boyvs - 
Ttlt. ftoos. 
Miss HoIbm 
M is* (Mb'. 



Congressional Liaison 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C . 

Dear Sirs 

Jt am interested in securing information on the 
^Rational Council of Churches . 

Any assistance you can give me will be greatly 
Appreciated. 

Sincerely, 



CP/1 



GRAHAM PURCELL 

/ p- 7«jr«s 
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With respect to your letter of December 18th, 
Information contained In our files most be maintained as con- 
fidential In accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice. Please do not Infer either that we do or do not hare 
data In our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 
X regret X cannot be of help to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



NOTE: The National Council of Churches is well known to the Bureau 
as is the "Black Manifesto. " Correspondent is not Identifiable in Buflles 
Neither is Mrs. Wedel on the basis of information furnished. 
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Mr* J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
9th and Pennsylvania Ave. 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

My wife is a member of an Episcopal Church and I have 
been supporting this Churfcb. But we are now concerned 
about the direction that the Episcopal Church in general 
along with other Protestant denominations and thej-fJa tional 
Council of Churches are taking. 



Churches in Cleveland and Chicago, and probably other 
cities, have been reported to be allowing their premises 
to be used to instruct our youth in draft dodging. 




The Episcopal Church is raising S200, 000.00 for the 
Black Economic Development Council which is thp James 
Foreman - Black Manifesto - group. Our recent Diocese 
of Ohio publication admits the money is actually going 
to these people and the B.E.D.C. Itself claims it has 
been promised these funds. 3 have read the black Manifesto 
end find it to be full of Marxist Ideology and violent 
revolution. 



In Detroit, recently, the N.C.C. raised to its Presidency 
e lady who is reported to be a leader of "Peace** marches 
in Washington. If true, we now have someone claiming 
to speak for 42 million Protestants who has walked in 
parades organised by pro— Communists, and where the Viet 
Cong/flags were flying. I believe she has embarrassed 
the President and Government and has aided the enemy by ^ 

helving to prolong the war. gQ.|ff ^ f'&f— /6fO 

Mrs! Wedel is probably not a Communist or ‘"yrn r fi r , “ a ^ , * l> i 

""but Van* t it be assumed she is being used by them? 

, , OEC 29 «9 

Our local Church is no^nradical by any means, although 
through contributions of membership and money wo support 
actions I don't believe in. But what can we do? A 
member of our Church claims he came to Washington about 



A* ' ^ 'tf 






' V U 

• • 

» • 



§ year ago for an Interview with a deputy of the F»B*3» 
who proceeded to tell him there was no evidence of a 
Communist being in the N.C.C- This has automatically 
•hut off all debate here and we cannot work toward with- 
drawing from the N.C.C. or even toward correcting what 
we feel are wrong policies. 

Can you give us information or tell us where to get 
correct information which we may present to our Church! 



Very truly yours. 
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December 16, 1969 




fc reply to the Inquiry In your letter cf December 10th, 
Information contained Is our files mast be maintained as confidential 
Is accordance vfth regulations of the Depaxtmerf of justice. Please 
do not infer either that we do or do not bare data in our files relating 
to the National Council cf Churches. X regret I cannot beef help to 



Sincerely poors, 

?•_ Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

NOTE: The National Council of Churches Is well known to the Bureau. 
Bufiles contain no record cf corres p o ndent . 
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Internal Security Divisions 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

Dear Sir: 

X am writing to you as a concerned citizen. I do not know if you 
can furnish me the information that I am requesting, but I would 
appreciate it very much if you can. 

1 am requesting some information about the Hational Council of 
Churches, and the leaders in this organization. I am a member of the 
Methodist Church which belongs to thi Hkational Council of Churches. 

2 read articles in newspapers and magazines that connects some of 
the leaders and the Hational Council of Churches to Subversive Organ* 
izations and the Communist Party. The leadership in the Methodist 
Church, that I have talked with, deny that there is any connection with 
the leaders in the Hational Council of Churches and Subversive Organ!* 
cations. 



If you have any information about the Hational Council of Churches 
and their leaders in connection with Subversive Organizations and the 
Communist Party that you can supply me, I would appreciate receiving 
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December 16, 1066 



Deaf 



I received your letter of December 10th and certainly 
appreciate the kind sentiments you expressed. 

Although I would like to be of assistance In connection 
with your inquiry, information contained in our files most be main* 
tained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice. Please do not infer either that we do or do not have data 
in our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 

6incerely yours, 

7. Edgar Soever 
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NOTE: Correspondent cannot be identified in Bufiles. The National 
Council of Churches is well known to the Bureau. 
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M. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I would like some information about the National Council of Churches which 
I believe only you or your office could answer with validity authority, completely ft 
with up-to-date facts. 

Periodically, I have heard from several people in my church of the existence 
in 6 even control by communists of the National Council of Churches. I brushed it off 
as being absurd that any effective control of the organization could be in the h a whof 
even one communist. 

But now I want to know definitely if there are communists in it in any 
capacity, if so what, if they have any control, if this is a known fact by other official, 

Of it is true) and if so why communits are allowed in the organization at all. 

x You see, this came up again this week as our Church finance board has been 

lilting on our members to indicate the amount of their financial support of the church 
Ai r in g 1070. One member stated that it was a proven fact that communists were in 
(«i>h i believe stated "in control") of the National Council of Churches 6 she wouldn't have 
one cent of her money sent to it therefore. ( I agree) If her "fact' is true I would like 
to know and would certainly accept your word. Since I believe the other members of 
my congregation ft others (all of the country for that matter) should also be informed 
of the truth when you can find time to give me detailed information on paper, I would 
appreciate yctar doing it. 



Any other information you would be inclined to forward that might also be of 
interest to a concerned Christian American, feel free to send it also. 



May the Good Lord continue 
blessing 6 using you in bringing 
His Kingdom 
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. December 1, 1969 



* i>. J. Hoover 

Bureau o£ xaves 

Bai ted states Departaent of Justice 

^atia'stoa, D. C. 20535 



Dear Sir: 



i «= .iux ftr 

^“J<i ®SLn^SSSSS55a is setting in our United ft* 
Indirectly oar church co.-trituUs to the.Setiocel 

allowed in our country nor diould a comuni st be allows- to hoi- _2Z J — 
of importance. 

till an ore elate sons answers to these questions. In case you cannot* vote 
SSs/Sl^owplease answer 1es» or«Ho" to the questions? 

Is theSztia iel Council of Churches i nfiltrated with Coasunias? Xe 

Do yoxT feel the national Council of” lurches lean toward Ooa- 
ic unid? ¥bs EO 

Are the following persons knowa Coomunista or affilitated in 
anyway with Comuaisa? 

1. Dr. iiry Calderone Y#s ** 

, (Executive Director of DISC©) 

2. Dr. Isadora Rubin J*° 

(Trees, of SIECUS & Editor of Sesology a-g*) 

3. Dr. Lester A. Kirkendall, (Professor of * 

Faaily Life, Oregon State *®i v. t =®^f J £ bj — 
of hoard of SH£US) / 

kSTbecoio)®® - 

1*. Dr. Gillian E. ^s^e«, ^ o£C 10 fiW Yes fc 

(Board L'eher of SIECIL) 

^ 

5. Urs. EUaateth Hbontz ' ' " Yea 

. (Board Eenber of SIECUS, & Head of 
«j 36 w s bureau of */ept. of labor} 



6 . Rev. Lilian E. Oenae, 
(Co-founder of SIECU5) 
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J* 2 dgar Hoover 



2 



7* Dr. Joseph Fletcier 


i*i“# s> 


(Author of "Situation Ethics - The Morality”) 


• V 


6* Victor ?erlc, Author 


Tea 


& 


9 » Herbert Aptheiar, Author 


Zes 


Ho 


10* tf* S* B* DuSois, Auttor 


Xss 


& 


31* langston Hughes, Author 


Yes 


Ko 


12* Dr* ’Jillias Graham Cole, author 


Zes 


lb 



we rish to thank you for any infer: a ti on you can give ue. It Is very tcuortant * 
for us to Inov? ths true status of sons of the above msnticsd as there are some 
in our churcn rno argue tint there has never been even one person In th t 
vationel Council of Churches connected with Communism, but ue ha-ve otlar in- 
formation that indicates otherrd.se and ee feel tae oust Ja>r 7 ti* truth fee* the 
future of or church* £e Jcioc of no other person tho could give us tie true 
status of the above mentioned people* * 




P*S. In addition to the above mentioned persons, if you know of any others 
connected rttfc the National Council of Churches or SECDS mho are Caanunists 
have been affiliated in any with with Communism. could appreciate this 
information also* Shank you. 






Mr. J# Sdgar H oarer 

Chief* Federal Bureau ef Investigation 
Washington* D.C. 

Bear Sir: , 



Nor.24, I 

7122 * 



Bear 81p: I ^ . acaber of the Memorial United Methodist Church on , 

flMin MMAjl Lore being a Methodist and appreciate 
^hTch end whet U^te^Tfer. Recently we here had e ncber of 
editorials in our aroa new.paper. -akin, ...e di.t.e.ful r.mark. about 
the Motional Council of Churches. An encle.int one ouch article. 

The ladle, in our l.cal church are eery dioturbed o«r the.. «%icU. 

and we queation the ealidity and fact, in them. 

Mould ploa.e send ae flndinjs you bars on the Motional flrfAeil 
of Church., t Also. Mho er C ani»ed it, when , li.t of church.. lAonoainati. 
that coapri.. it, aim*, -ain object!... and doe. your iny.rtit.tl~ «">_* 
Comaunistic slanted? 

Me need so auch to know tbo plain fact, and feel your dopartaent 

Hill giro then to us unbiaslly. 

Ladle, of Wonen’ . Society of Chrl.tian s.rric. of Memorial 

United Methodist Church are anxieu.ly awaitin* your report to aa. 

.. .Thank you for this service and courtesy. 
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December 3, 1M9 



v&kIoO'SoZ 6 9 ^ ,/ 




la reply to the Inquiries la your letter of November 28th, 
information in our files mast be maintained as confidential in accord- 
mace with regulations of the Department of Justice. I hope you will not 
infer either that we do or do not have information in oar Dies relating 
to the National Council of Churches or the World Council of Churches. 

ttacerely yours, 

J. Edg ar Hoomt 



NOTE: The National Council of Churches and the World Council of Churches 
L are well known to the Bureau. Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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November 26, 1969 



J. Edgar Hoover 
Director F.B.I. 

Washington D.C. 

Dear 1 Sr. Hoover: 

The Iowa Yearly Meeting of Friends is Baking a study 
of the National Council of Churches. We are wondering if „ 

you could give us some information or a statement as to y 

whether you think this group is very naive to the threat of 
Communism in o«r country. Also if you believe the ^orld > — 

Council or thfe ^etlonal Counci l ef Churches is being infil-( ,• ) 

trated or Influenced by communism. ' 

As our church and Yearly Meeting is deeply concerned 
about this matter, any information you could give us in this 
area would be greatly appreciated. 




/ OO - ~ 1 m 





\ 





c 






mo 



* 



s* ... . 

i" r* 

I ^ 

V T* 

I y- 

8 * •: ' 






■ * * •* 



l 



i •//•; 






t.n 

jl 

i i * . ' 

: * /. . ; 
rt *: 



!3 

f *>. 



REC -^00- S'# % 



December 2, 1969 
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In response to your letter of November 25th, with 
enclosure. Information In our files must be maintained ns confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. I hope 

you will not Infer that we do or do not have Information in our flies 

O 

relating to the National Council of Churches or the World Council 
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of Churches. 




Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoorn 
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NOTE: The National Council of Churches and the World Council of 
Churches are well known to the Bureau. Bufiles contain no information 
Identifiable with correspondent. Co: 

* envelope addressed to himself at 
r JflPP utilised in reg>ly. 
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Federal Bureal of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Gentlemen: 

If you can furnish me with some Information I shall be 
very grateful. 

For years I have heard and read criticism of the National 
end World Council of Churches to the effect that they are com- 
munist Influenced, Inspired, controlled, or that they are In 
some way fronts for comuinlsm. As a Methodist minister I should 
like very much to be able to face these criticisms and deal with 
them In an Intelligent manner. I would therefore like to ask 
If there Is any cause for these organizations to be suspected? 

I do not believe there Is apy cause, personally, but I would 
like to have any Information that may be available. I do not 
know, of course, what facts you may have, but If you can be 
of any assistance, I shall appreciate It very much. 

Thank you very much for any help you may be able to give. 

Very sincerely vours 
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111 response to the inquiries In your letter of Novem- 
ber 24th, Information In our flies must be mefateinud ns confidential 
In accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. 1 hope 
you will not Infer that we do or do not have Information In our files 

t 

relating to fie National Connell of Churches. I regret I be of 
assistance to yon. 
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DEC 1 • 1969 

COMM-fW 



Sincerely yours, 
2. Edgar Hoover 



NOTE: The National Council of Ouches is well known to the Thiroan. 
Correspondent cannot be Identified in Bullies on basis of information 
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The Bonorable J. Sdgar Hoover 

Dirac tor Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington* D.C. 20535 

Door Sirs 

Z writ* to ask jour assistance in oombetiig sta tenants 
A1A I believe to be unfounded. 

There art persons lniJU^dio are contacting members 
of Christian Churches requestii^and urgiz^ then to wi thhold 
funds fron their local Churcbcfceeause of their Denonination 
being a member in th/'jiational Council of Churches. 



Thetfc position is based upon statements which say, 
in effect* that the HOC has been investigated Ip and found 
Ceramistic by the federal Bureau of Investigation; and that 
the NCC has been brought to trial in Louisiana and found to 
be 0»—in1 st. 

Zt is my understanding that the F.B.I. has never 
investigated the BCC because of Ooramislm or activities 
involving Ceramists* nor has a case of sane been brought 
against the BCC. 

Zf my information is correct, Z would be nost grateful 
TO have a statement fron you stating the position of the F.B.Z. 
regarding the ICC. 
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Id response to your letter of November 24th, infor- 
mation contained In our files must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. Please 
do not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating 
to the National Council of Churches. I do appreciate the expression 
of support for the FBI in jour letter and I regret I cannot be of 
help to you. 




Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Boom 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. The National Council 

of Churches is well known to the Bureau. 
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Mr* J*Edgar Hoover - • / 

Federal *ur*au of Investigation I ^ 

AAlngtoQ! D*C* 1 1®* 'r-— - 

* I P‘iwm«*- — 

Daar ®lri : „ ■* 

There art many uncertain things in our lives, hut the feeling that your organisation 
la trustworthy adn reliable permeates the thinking ^of many "aericane lho an 4 
concerned about changes in our ways of doing* A® • Christidh Aaer lcan , a an 
troubled by the sometimes alanderr ja^and distorted views aired in qur newspaper* 
concerning such institutions as *.fr^«aMonal Council o * 1 Lh^xchms. ®ur local 
paper has carrted numerous letters and articles which denounce, ridicule, and 
name as Coarsunist this group* * 

/ * 

1 for one, would appreciate your condi Jered opinion ea to the reliability of 
the Rational Council of Churches and ita Christina witness; eo I will know hew 
andwhen to renly to criticism of ita leaders* Thank you in advance for replying* 



Incerely youra. 



■fj y 






£ 




•p. g. I am an educator. 
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November 15, 1969 
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b reply to the Inquiry In your letter of November 18th, 
Information contained In our flies must be maintained as confidential 
In accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. Please 
do not Infer either that we do or do not have data In our files relating 
to the National Council of Churches. I regret I cannot be of help to 



Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 




NOTE: Correspondent Is not Identifiable In Bufiles. The National 
Council of Churches Is well known to the Bureau. 
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Nov. 18, 1969 



Dear Sirs: ^ 

1 would like to enquire about the Natio nal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America. I recently read a book by John A. 

Tstormer called the "Death of a Nation” in which he claims that ”the 
leadership of the National Council has at least 100 persons with either 
Communist 'front records or. records of service to communist causes.” 

I would deeply appreciate any information you could give me relating '■ 

to this matter and whether the National Council has made any official j. 

pronouncements or carried on any activities which are Com munis tically / ^ 
oriented. / j 

Thank you very much for your, time and service. I / 
deeply appreciate the much needed service that your organization * 
supplies to our country. 
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Norember 10, 1969 




With regard to jour Inquiry rtcelred on November 17th, 
information contained In our filet moot be maintained aa confidential 
in accordance with regulation* of the Department of Justice. Please do 
not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the 
National Council of Churches. 1 regret I cannot be of help to you. 

Sincerely yours. 
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NOV 20 1969 



J. Edgar Eoora 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufilea. The National Council of 
Churches la well known to the Bureau. 
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TRUE COPY 



Herbert Hoover 
c/o FBI 

WashingtoD. C. 

Dear Sirs, 

A few weeks ago the Santa Anna Register Paper 
published thirty?- five statements which the Nat. Council of 
Churches stood for and they were all communistic. 

The piece was written for the paper by Tom 

Anderson Jo 



Week before last on Sunday evening our Methodist 
Church brought in a man to give us some answers as to why they 
are helping the North Vietnam and he Just said wouldn t we help 
the sick where ever- they are. 



We didn't get the ans. to our questions so I said 
I was going to write to you to see if you have investigated them 
to find out why the have 35 statements that sound like communism. 



An awful lot of us doesn't like this kind of an 

organization running our churches. . ^ ^ 
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